Mission Together

Saint Peter the Apostle Liturgical Prayer

Introduction for teachers / leaders: This liturgy following focuses on Saint Peter the Apostle. Peter was

one of Jesus’ twelve disciples and the first to recognise Jesus as the Christ (the Messiah). For this reason,

Jesus declared that Peter would be the rock on which the Church would be built (the name Peter means

‘rock’). In spite of this, Peter denied Jesus three times on the night of the Last Supper. Following his

resurrection, Jesus revealed his mercy and love by reiterating that Peter would lead his Church. Peter

responded whole-heartedly. Thus, through his preaching, ministry and martyrdom, Saint Peter helped to
establish Christ’s Church. Saint Peter was the first Pope and is believed to be buried under Saint Peter’s

Basilica in Rome.
Liturgy plan

GATHER: Setting the scene
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children
missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/

Opening hymn or recorded music
Suggested hymn: Be still and know

Introduction
Print the introduction on page 2 and ask pupils to read.

Sign of the cross and opening prayer
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.

WORD: Bible reading: Matthew 16:13-20 adapted for children from NJRV.

Print the reading on page 2 and ask a pupil to read. An optional
Gospel drama is available on page 5.

Bible reflection
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.

RESPOND: Prayers of intercession
Print the prayers of intercession on page 4 and ask pupils to read.

SENT: Mission Together prayer
See to the right.

Sign of the cross

Closing hymn or recorded music
Our suggestions: Follow me, follow me.

Follow up activities
Here is the Church (EYFS), and We Build the Church (KS2)
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Mission Together

We gather

| for our St Peter Liturgical Prayer

Mission Together Prayer

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of God’s love

Now and forever. Amen.
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Saint Peter the Apostle Liturgical Prayer pg.2

Introduction

Reader: Today we remember a very important saint, Saint Peter the Apostle.
Saint Peter was one of the twelve disciples and a very good friend of

Jesus. He listened carefully to what Jesus said and tried hard to follow Jesus’s example.

Reader: Sometimes Peter made mistakes, but he believed that Jesus loved and forgave him and this
helped Peter to try again. We are now going to join in our opening prayer, then listen to a
passage from the Bible about an important job Jesus gave his friend. Listen carefully to what

Jesus asks Peter to do, and think about why Jesus chose Peter for this mission.

Sign of the cross and opening prayer

Reader:  God our Father, today we remember your faithful servant, Saint Peter. Through your Holy
Spirit you helped Saint Peter to build your global Church family. Encourage us by the same
Spirit, that we might learn to see all your children as our sisters and brothers in Christ.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bible reading: from the Gospel of Saint Matthew

Reader:  When Jesus came to a place called Caesarea Philippi, he Mission Together

asked his disciples a question: “Who do people say | am?’ prehesrcoi s Wonl

Matthew

The disciples answered, ‘Some think you are John the
Baptist. Other people say that you are the prophet Elijah.
Others think you are Jeremiah or one of the other

prophets.

Then Jesus asked them, ‘But what about you? Who do you

say | am?’

It was Simon Peter who spoke up. He said ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God!’

Jesus replied, ‘Simon Peter, you are blessed because you didn’t get that answer out of books
or from teachers. My Father in Heaven showed you who | am and you believe it in your heart.
And now I’'m going to tell you who you really are. You are Peter. You are like a rock and on you
Peter, | will build my Church and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. | will give you

the keys of the Kingdom of heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

R/ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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Bible reflection (we suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain) oy a8
{7/

In our Bible reading today, Jesus asks his disciples an important
question. He asks them who people think he is. This may seem like
a strange question to us, but when Jesus asked his disciples this
guestion they had only known him for a few months, so some of
them hadn’t yet realised that Jesus really was the Son of God.

But Peter was different. He was a faithful and reflective disciple.

Another word for disciple is pupil. Like any good pupil, Peter

watched and listened to his teacher, Jesus, and thought carefully
about the things Jesus said and did. Jesus knew that Peter tried
hard to be a good disciple and that even though sometimes Peter made mistakes, he would always be
sorry and want to try again and make better choices.

Because of watching, listening and reflecting, Peter came to believe in his heart that Jesus was the Son of

God. For these reasons Jesus trusted Peter with the important task of building his Church.

Let’s stop to wonder what kind of Church Jesus was asking Peter to build. In your head, do you think Jesus
was asking Peter to build a church of wood and bricks, or do you think Jesus was asking Peter to build a

Church made up of something else?

Jesus was asking Peter to build a Church family made up of people from across the world. The church
buildings we gather in to pray are holy and beautiful and we value them. But what really builds the Church
are the people who come together each week to listen to God’s word, pray, and follow Jesus’ example to

love and care for all God’s children, wherever they may be.

Saint Peter was determined to fulfil his mission and after Jesus ascended to heaven, he bravely went out
into the world to share the message of God’s love with everyone. For thirty years Peter made long,
difficult journeys and took great risks to share God’s love. On one occasion he was imprisoned because
some leaders didn’t want people to learn about and follow Jesus, but God sent an angel to rescue Peter
from jail. In the painting on screen we can see Peter as an old man looking thoughtfully at the keys in his
hand. The keys are a symbol of the mission Peter had been set many years earlier, to help the followers of

Jesus grow into a global Church family.

Today, 2000 years after Peter went out to share the Good News, we are part of this global Church family.
And as Jesus called Peter to share the message of God’s love with everyone, today we are called to do the
same. But we don’t have to make long journeys to do this. We can share the love and message of

Jesus right where we are. At school, at home, in the teams and clubs we belong to; everywhere. Let’s do

that now as we pray for each other and for our brothers and sisters in God’s global family.

Mission Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.
23 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1NU 020 7821 9755 missiontogether.org.uk

® [ ]
Missio.org.uk Registered in England and Wales Charity No. 1056651 m I Io




St Peter the Apostle Liturgical Prayer pg.4

Prayers of intercession

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

Reader:

The response to our prayer is: Hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, your son Jesus gave Saint Peter a special mission to build your global
Church family. Today we share this mission too. Help us to work together with our brothers
and sisters around the world, to build a Church where your love and mercy is shown to

everyone.

Lord, in your mercy...

Heavenly Father, Saint Peter believed in his heart that Jesus was your Son and our Saviour.
May our hearts also be full of love — for Jesus, for the world, and for all your children, every

where, so that we, like Saint Peter, might help others to know and love you.

Lord, in your mercy...

Heavenly Father, Saint Peter was the first Pope. Hear our prayers for our Pope, Francis. Guide
him with your Holy Spirit, fill his heart with your joy, and strengthen him with your love.

Lord, in your mercy...

Heavenly Father, we pray for the children overseas whom Mission Together helps: those who

are poor, hungry, sad or scared. May they find hope in your love and may we always be ready

to help them.

Lord, in your mercy...

Let us now say the Mission Together prayer.

May all children Mission Together

In the world i it
Share love il
Share friendship and live '::idhpd. ,
In the peace ol

Of God’s love,

Now and forever. Amen.

Sign of the cross
Closing hymn or recorded music: Follow me, follow me
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 adapted for children from NJRV

Narrator:

Jesus:
Narrator:

Disciples:

Narrator:
Jesus:
Narrator:
Peter:
Narrator:

Jesus:

Narrator:

Everyone:

"'e,,
When Jesus came to a place called Caesarea Philippi he asked his helpins
disciples a question.

Who do people say | am?
The disciples answered,

Well, some think you are John the Baptist. Other people say that you are the prophet Elijah.
Others think you are Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.

Then Jesus asked them,

But what about you? Who do you say | am?

It was Simon Peter who spoke up.

You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God!

Jesus told Simon Peter

Simon Peter, you are blessed because you didn’t get that answer out of books or from
teachers. My Father in Heaven showed you who | am and you believe it in your heart. And now
I’'m going to tell you who you really are. You are Peter. You are like a rock and on you Peter, |
will build my Church and not even death will ever be able to overcome it. | will give you the
keys of the Kingdom of heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Scripture Exploration Tasks

Copy and paste the adapted scripture on page 2 (Matthew 16:13-20) and ask pupils to annotate the text.
Looking out for words that help: picture the scene, capture emotion and feelings, relay important
messages. Invite the pupils to retell the scripture as a story, using their own words, and as vividly as they

can.
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Fundraising Ideas

Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio —the Catholic Church’s official
children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England and Wales,
we can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever form it’s needed.

That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a children’s home.

Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background or beliefs. That's how we show the
all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church and the true meaning of ‘mission’.

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. Below
are a few seasonal ideas, but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by vis-
iting our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @MissioUK, adding the hashtag #missiontogether

Ideas for Summer term

Weeding Week: while the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding
gardens? Ask for a suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work
alone, with friends, or siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and

prune too. Who knows if your Weeding Week might inspire the next Monty Don!

Open air cinema: a big sheet, a projector and some fairy lights and you can host a magical movie
night under the stars! Charge people entry to come and see movies on your outdoor screen.
Invite whole families and make a big picnic of it.

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to

attend and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners!

Sponsored swim, walk or cycle: get everyone involved in some outdoor fun once the weather’s

better. Could you get sponsored to walk a certain distance, or hold a sponsored swim?

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them.
You can tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment.
Either get teams to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they've found them! Charge

teams to enter and give prizes for the fastest finishers.

Big summer BBQ: hold a family barbecue, street party or big picnic at your school. Serve up food
and treats, hold stalls with tombolas and raffle prizes, even set up some games like hook a duck
or skittles and quoits. The great thing about these events is that they can be as simple or

involved as you like. Sell tickets to attend.
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