Mission Together

Epiphany Celebration of the Word (KS1)

Introduction for teachers / leaders: The feast of the Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas on 6th
January. It is an important Christian feast as it reveals Jesus as saviour for the world. The Wise Men
represent peoples of all nations who did not know the God of Israel, but whom God invited to share in the
joy of Christ’s birth. God leads the Wise Men with a great light — the star — by which God reveals a new life
for all. The liturgy and blessing help children understand the significance of the Epiphany and of how God
sent his son, Jesus, into the world. It explains how, in doing so, God let everyone, everywhere know of his

great love for all his children.

GATHER: Setting the scene Mission Together

Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children —
missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/ e i
Opening carol or recorded music

Suggested Carol: The First Nowell.
missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together

Sign of the cross and Epiphany introduction
See page 2. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain

Opening Prayer
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.

WORD: Bible reading, Matthew 2: 1-11 adapted for children.
See page 2.

Gospel reflection and Blessing introduction Mission Together Prayer
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain

May all children

RESPOND: Blessing prayer In the world
See page 4. We suggest the blessing is led by a teacher / chaplain.

Share love
SENT: Mission Together prayer

See to the right. Share friendship and live

In the peace
Sign of the cross Of God'’s love

Closing carol or recorded music Now and forever. Amen.
Suggested Carol: We Three Kings
Please note - the slides contain a Youtube link that may include adverts.
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Epiphany introduction

Leader: It may seem as if Christmas ended many days ago. People have taken

down their trees and put away the decorations. But Christmas

is not over yet! Today is

another wonderful Christmas feast day. It is the feast of the Epiphany. On this special day

we remember the Wise Men who, after following the star for a very long time, finally arrived

at the crib and suddenly realised they were in front of someone very special. | wonder who

we think that special person was? That special person was Jesus, the son of God.

Now let’s join our hands and sit still as we listen to our opening prayer.

Sign of the cross and opening Prayer

Reader:  God our Father, the wise men travelled many miles
to spend time with Jesus and offer him gifts.
As we sit and spend time with Jesus today,
we offer him the gift of our hearts,
to love you and each other always.

We make this prayer through Christ, Your Son. Amen.

Leader:  Now let’s listen carefully to a reading from the Bible about the Wise Men’s journey to Jesus.

Bible reading: From the Gospel of Matthew 2: 1-11

Reader: Jesus was born in Bethlehem, a town in Judea, in the time
of King Herod. Some wise men came from the East to Jerusalem asking,
‘Where is the baby who will be King of the Jews? We have seen his star
in the sky and have come to worship him.” King Herod was very
confused when he heard this question, and so was everyone else in

Jerusalem. He called the priests and teachers to him and asked them

Mission Together

what they knew about it. They said: ‘A long time ago a prophet said: A baby will be born in Bethlehem. He

will be a great leader. He will look after God’s people.’

King Herod said to the wise men, ‘Go to Bethlehem and find the baby.
Then come back and tell me where he is. | will also go and worship him.’
So they went on their way. The star which they had seen led them until it
stopped over the place where the baby was. They were filled with joy.
They went into the house and found the baby with his mother Mary.
They knelt down and worshipped him. They opened their treasures and
gave him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrhh.

The Gospel of the Lord R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Gospel reflection and blessing introduction K

Leader:

I’'m going to ask you a question, | don’t want an answer, but I’d like you to
think about it in your head. Can you remember what the Wise Men did when they entered

the place where Jesus lay?

They fell to their knees and worshipped him because suddenly they knew that Jesus was the
son of God! Then, to honour Jesus, they offered special gifts. They offered gold which is a
precious metal often used to make crowns. The offered frankincense, which is a sweet scent
used in the temple during special times of prayer. And they offered myrrh which was a healing

ointment. These were very special and expensive gifts that were normally given to a new king.

You’d think that Mary and Joseph would have felt overjoyed with these gifts, but really it
was the Wise Men who were overjoyed. They were overjoyed because they had been given a

much greater gift - the gift of knowing Jesus.

The gift of knowing someone who loves and cares for us is very precious, and Jesus is

someone who loves and cares for us all.

The Wise Men felt very blessed! Not only had the star led them to Jesus, but they were
welcomed into the place where Jesus lay. In your head think about what that must have

felt like. How special must the Wise Men have felt to be welcomed at the crib?

To welcome people is very important. There are many times in the Bible when God asks us to
welcome visitors so that they know they are valued and loved. That’s why we make a special

effort to welcome visitors to our school, church, and homes.

Many years after the first Christmas day, some Christians created an Epiphany Blessing to
remember the Wise Men'’s visit to the crib and the welcome they received there. The

Epiphany blessing was used to ask God to bless their homes and to bless all who entered.

Today we are going to do something similar. We are going to ask God to bless our school/

classroom, and all who enter.

Let’s watch and listen carefully as we begin our Epiphany blessing.

Epiphany Blessing (see pg. 4)
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We advise that this blessing take place near your classroom/hall door or school
entrance, either above the lintel or alongside the door frame. Using chalk, mark

above the lintel or around the door as follows: 20+C+M+B+24.

This ancient blessing reminds us that every time we enter this school/hall/room we are asking for God’s

blessing on us and the people who visit here. This is what the numbers and letters mean.

. 2024 is our new year. It means 2,024 years after Jesus was born.

C M B are the initials of the names given to the Wise Men.
. Cis for Caspar
. M is for Melchior

. B is for Balthazar

Now, quietly in our heads let us think about the ways we can welcome visitors to our school.
Let’s think in our heads about the words we could say.
Let’s think in our heads about the things we could do.

Let’s think in our heads about the things we could share.

Now, let us join our hands (in prayer) as we listen to our special Mission Together

Blessing Prayer. We respond

Dear God, our Father in heaven,
Your star led the Wise Men

to your Son, Jesus.
Bless us and bless all the people
who visit our school,

Loving God, our Father in heaven,
Your star led the Wise Men to your Son, Jesus.

Bless us and bless all the people who visit our school,

May we welcome all people, as you welcomed the Wise Men,

So that our love for one another will reveal your love for

everyone. Amen.

Let us finish our Epiphany Blessing by saying together the

Mission Together Prayer. We are sent
May all children

In the world

. Share love
Slgn Of the Cross S:arelfriendshipandlive
In the peace

Of God’s love,

Closing Carol or recorded music: L“’Wa"“’m
We Three Kings
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Fundraising Ideas

Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio — the Catholic Church’s official
children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England and Wales, we
can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever form it’s needed. That
could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a children’s home. Mission Together helps all
children, regardless of background or beliefs. That’s how we show the all-embracing nature of the Catholic
Church and the true meaning of ‘mission’.

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. Below are a few sea-
sonal ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting our webpage
missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @MissioUK, adding the hashtag #missiontogether
Ideas for Spring Term

Winter walks: get sponsored to brave the elements and hold a torch-lit hike or winter walk to raise money.
Make sure you have plenty of adults to supervise and assist when organising outdoor events with children.
Better still, get the whole family involved!

Winter disco: why not donate the proceeds from your school disco to Mission Together this year? Or if that’s
not possible, hold a sweetie stall or prize stall at the event to raise money for children around the world.

Family fun evenings: in colder weather and darker evenings, indoor events rule! Why not host a beetle drive,
bingo night or race night at your school? You can use old horse race videos for people to place bets on, or even
use wind up toys or counters and dice to create races. You could also host a board game evening. Sell snacks
and drinks to boost your fundraising.

Valentines biscuits: showcase your bake-off skills! Bake heart shaped cookies and sell them in pretty bags
around valentines day. You could even ice on the names of the recipient and deliver them anonymously for a
delivery fee!

Pancake races: hold a Pancake Day event with races and flipping competitions. Everyone gets to enjoy their
pancakes after the fun — as long as they didn’t drop them!

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring bulbs — snow-
drops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts?

Easter bonnet competition: charge pupils to enter a competition for the best Easter bonnet. Prizes for the
most fabulous fashionista creations! Alternatively you could get everyone involved in egg painting or Easter
cake designs, and sell them after for extra fundraising!

Mufti day or fancy dress: charge pupils to wear their own clothes or come in themed costumes. Around
the Day of Many Colours you can make this themed around the colours of the mission rosary.
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