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Introduction for teachers / leaders: This liturgy focuses on Saint Paul the Apostle; a key figure in the 

Church and one of its earliest missionaries. Saint Paul’s letters, found in the New Testament and written 

around 20-30 years after the death of Jesus, have helped guide and inspire Christians since the  

beginnings of the Church. Through these letters and his courageous missionary journeys, Saint Paul 

helped to spread the Good News of Jesus across the Mediterranean. Our Celebration of the 

Word incorporates scripture used on the feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul (25 January). This  

scripture relays the dramatic events through which Paul changed from being a persecutor of Christians, 

to one of Christ’s most passionate advocates.  
 

 

GATHER: Setting the scene 
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children  
https://missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/   
 

Opening hymn or recorded music 
Suggested hymn: Freely, freely, you have received  
 

Introduction 
Print the introduction on page 2 and ask pupils to read.  
 

Sign of the cross and opening prayer  
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask pupils to read.  
 

WORD: Bible reading: Acts of the Apostles 22:6-16 GNT adapted for children 
Print the reading on page 2 and ask pupils to read.    
See page 5 for a dramatised version of this scripture.                                                                                                                              
 

Bible reflection  
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.  
 

RESPOND: Prayers of intercession  
Print the prayers of intercession on page 4 and ask pupils to read. 
 

SENT: Mission Together prayer 
See to the right. 
 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestions: Take my hands  
 

Follow up activities: Sharing God’s message of love 

Mission Together  
 

Saint Paul the Apostle – Celebration of the Word 

Mission Together Prayer 
 

May all children  

In the world 

Share love 

Share friendship and live 

In the peace  

Of God’s love 

Now and forever. Amen. 
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Introduction 
 

Reader: Today we celebrate the great missionary, Saint Paul. A missionary is  

  someone who is sent to share God’s love with the world. Saint Paul was 

  the first great Christian missionary. Thousands of years before cars,  

  planes and trains, he made dangerous journeys over hundreds of miles to tell others about  

  Jesus’ love for them. 
 

Reader: Some struggled to believe that Paul was a Christian missionary, because for many years Paul, 

  once known as Saul, had badly bullied the followers of Jesus. Saul had even had Christians  

  arrested and thrown into prison. Then one day something extraordinary happened to him.  
 

Reader:  Let’s hear our opening prayer and then listen to Saint Paul as he explains the awesome event 

  that happened on his way to the city of Damascus.  
  

Sign of the cross & opening prayer 
 

 

Reader:  God our Father, you chose Saint Paul to teach others about your Son, Jesus. 

  May this help us to understand that, despite the mistakes we may make, 

  You still see goodness and greatness in all your children. 

  Guide us then, as you guided Saint Paul, so that we too, 

  Might share your mercy and love with everyone, everywhere. 

  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Bible reading: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 22:6-16  
 

Reader:   One day near lunchtime, when I was traveling near  

Damascus; a bright light from the sky suddenly flashed around me. I fell 

to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul! Why do you 

persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, 

whom you persecute,’ he said to me. The men with me saw the light, 

but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me.  

I asked, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ and the Lord said to me, ‘Get up and go into Damascus, and there you will 

be told everything that God has determined for you to do.’ I was blind because of the bright light, and so 

my companions took me by the hand and led me into Damascus. 

In that city was a man named Ananias, a religious man who obeyed our Law and was highly respected by 

all the Jews living there. He came to me, stood by me, and said, ‘Brother Saul, see again!’ At that very  

moment I saw again and looked at him. He said, ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his 

will, to see his righteous servant, and to hear him speaking with his own voice. For you will be a witness 

for him to tell everyone what you have seen and heard. And now, why wait any longer? Get up and be 

baptised and have your sins washed away by praying to him.’   
  

The Word of the Lord R/ Thanks be to God.  
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Bible Reflection (We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain) 
 

Today’s Bible reading is very dramatic and the painting on screen 

captures the drama very well. If we look closely, we can see Jesus in 

the top right corner. The powerful light coming from Jesus is so 

bright that it’s blinded Saul and knocked him off his horse! The men 

around Saul are also awe-struck and look a little afraid. 
 

Although all the men could see the light, the reading explains that  

only Saul heard Jesus’ voice. This let us know that, even though Saul 

had been bullying Christians and so hurting Jesus for many years, he 

had now been personally chosen by Jesus for a very important mission.  
 

I wonder how Saul felt when he suddenly found himself in front of Jesus?  
 

Perhaps he feared that Jesus would punish him for his decision to bully Christians. After the events on the 

road to Damascus, it would be understandable if Saul now felt anxious. But Saul was also a faithful Jewish 

man, who believed in his heart that God the Father was merciful. So perhaps now he understood that  

Jesus was God’s son, and that Jesus was also merciful and compassionate, Saul felt more ashamed than 

afraid – ready to repent and change his ways for the better. Whatever he felt – anxious, afraid, or 

ashamed – Saul chose to trust Jesus and to follow his ways. That’s why the second thing we heard Saul say 

to Jesus was, ‘What do you want me to do?’  
 

I wonder if Saul, who from this point was known as Paul, had any idea just what Jesus would have him go 

on to do. About the thousands of miles he would travel and the hundreds of people he would meet, all to 

share the Good News of Jesus. I wonder if Paul knew that because of these journeys and the many letters 

he wrote to encourage new Christians, that the message of Jesus would then spread across the world and 

be shared in time with billions of people. That’s billions of people learning that God loves and forgives 

them always. 
 

What an extraordinary legacy for a person who had made some poor choices when he was young.  
 

In spite of the bad choices Saul had made in the past, Jesus had always been able to see the greatness and 

goodness in his heart. And Jesus can see ours too. Just as he called Saint Paul, he calls each of us to share 

his love with everyone, everywhere. Like Saint Paul, we can do this through our words and actions, and 

also through our prayers.  
 

Prayer brings us closer to God and closer to others. Through our prayers we show others that we trust in 

God and want to share God’s love with the world. Let’s do that now as we join with our prayers of  

intercession.                                                                                           
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Prayers of intercession 
 

Reader:  The response to our prayer is: Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   Heavenly Father, Saint Paul was the first great  

 missionary. Hear our prayer for today’s missionaries, 

 who share your love and mercy around the world.  

 Guide them with  your Word, fill their hearts with your 

 joy, and strengthen them with your Spirit.  

 Lord, in your mercy... 

 

Reader:   Heavenly Father, the story of Saint Paul reminds us that whatever mistakes we make, you are 

  ready to forgive us, and put to use all the goodness you placed have in our hearts. We pray 

 that, like Saint Paul, we can move on from mistakes and follow your Son faithfully. 

 Lord, in your mercy... 

 

Reader:   Heavenly Father, you gave St Paul a special mission to tell others about your son, Jesus. Today 

  we share this mission too. Help us to do this joyfully through our encouraging words, loving  

  actions, and faithful prayers. Lord, in your mercy... 

 

Reader:  Let us now say the Mission Together prayer. 

 

May all children  

In the world  

Share love   

Share friendship and live 

In the peace  

Of God’s love,  

Now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn: Take my hands 
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Scripture Drama: We suggest that the pupils playing Paul and Jesus read their script 

from a lectern/stand, and that the pupils playing Saul and Ananias act out their 

parts in response to directions (in italics).  

 

Paul:  One day near lunchtime, when I was traveling near Damascus; suddenly a bright light from the 

  sky flashed around me.  Saul falls to the ground covering his eyes.  

  I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me.  
 

Jesus:  Saul, Saul! Why do you persecute me? 
 

Saul:  Who are you, Lord?  

  Saul continues to cover his eyes to but lifts his head to respond to the sky.  
 

Jesus: I am Jesus of Nazareth.  
 

Paul:  The men with me saw the light, but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to  

  me. I asked: 
 

Saul:  What shall I do, Lord?  
   

Paul:  And the Lord said to me,  
 

Jesus: Get up and go into Damascus, and there you will be told everything that God has determined 

  for you to do. 
 

Guides: Two pupils gently help Saul to stand and guide him towards Ananias who stands a short  

  distance away. 
 

Paul:  I was blind because of the bright light, and so my companions took me by the hand and led me 

  into Damascus. In that city was a man named Ananias, a religious man who obeyed our Law  

  and was highly respected by all the Jews living there. He came to me, stood by me, and said,  
 

Ananias: Brother Saul, see again! 
 

Paul:  At that very moment I saw again and looked at him. He said,  
 

Ananias: The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see his righteous Servant, and to 

  hear him speaking with his own voice. For you will be a witness for him to tell everyone what 

  you have seen and heard. And now, why wait any longer? Get up and be baptised and have  

  your sins washed away by praying to him. 
 

Teacher/ 

chaplain: The Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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Suggested Activity – Sharing God’s message of love  
 
During his many missionaries journeys, Saint Paul met many  

people. He encouraged them to join together to read scripture  

and listen to the words of Jesus. He showed them how to share  

the Eucharist, invited them to pray together, and encouraged  

them – as followers of Jesus – to love, forgive and care for  

others. By doing these things the people became a Church  

community.  
 

Sometimes Saint Paul would stay with the people for months. They grew to love him as a teacher and 

friend. When it was time for him to leave, Saint Paul promised to write letters to guide and encourage the 

people. Saint Paul kept his promise and we still have many of these letters in the Bible (New Testament).  

They are often read out at Mass, because even today, over 2,000 years later, they still encourage followers 

of Jesus to share God’s love with the world. A simplified example of one of St Paul’s letters can be found on 

the next page.  

 
Tell the children that today we will follow Saint Paul’s example by writing a letter to our own parish  

community. This letter should encourage the parishioners and remind them of how Jesus asks us to live 

and how we can build the Church God wants.  

 
• Divide the children into small groups.  

• Ask the children to plan the letter together. They should begin by listing what they consider to be the 

most important lessons Jesus taught his followers e.g. forgiveness, compassion.  

• After they have compiled a list (we suggest no more than six), ask the children to write a letter that       

includes these lessons. They could be inserted into a story or written as action points.  

• You may like to have a post box in the classroom for the children to post their letters.  

• We suggest, where possible, that the letters are collected by your school’s parish priest and displayed in 

church.  

 

For this activity pupils will need:  
• A photocopy of the ancient scroll 
(on next page)  

• Pencils/pens  

• Name of the school’s parish and 
parish priest.  

Mission Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.  
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Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio – the Catholic Church’s official 
children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England and Wales, 
we can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever form it’s needed. 
That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a children’s 
home. Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background or beliefs. That’s how we 
show the all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church and the true meaning of ‘mission’.  

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. Below 
are a few seasonal ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by vis-
iting our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/ 

Please share your fundraising events with us @MissioUK, adding the hashtag #missiontogether 
 
Ideas for Spring Term and Easter 
 
Valentines biscuits: showcase your bake-off skills! Bake heart shaped cookies and sell them in 
pretty bags around valentines day. You could even ice on the names of the recipient and deliver 
them anonymously for a delivery fee! 
 

Pancake races: hold a Pancake Day event with races and flipping competitions. Everyone gets to 
enjoy their pancakes after the fun – as long as they didn’t drop them!  
 

Sponsored give something up: encourage pupils to give something up for Lent and either do-
nate the money they save or get sponsored to do it. Alternatively, children can offer to take on 
extra chores or responsibilities in Lent for a donation to Mission Together. 
 

Springtime Scavenger hunt: this is a great outdoor activity. Print off some sheets with spring-
time things to spot e.g. Snowdrops or crocus, tree buds, birdsong and birds nesting, cherry blos-
som. You can tailor the items to whatever suits your space and environment. Charge pupils to 
enter. Either get pupils to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them. Every 
complete scavenger sheet is placed in a hat, with the pulled out winner receiving a prize. 
 

Egg hunt: hide small chocolate eggs around your school or playground. Charge pupils to join in 
for a massive Easter egg hunt! To maximise your fundraising, why not ask all pupils to donate 
some eggs so you don’t need to spend money to buy them? 
 

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring 
bulbs – snowdrops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts? 
 

Lent through a Lens: challenge pupils to capture images of springtime. Charge for entry and pro-
vide a prize for the winner(s). You could introduce different categories e.g. wildlife, nature, peo-
ple.  You could even have a category for grown up competitors! 
 

Easter bonnet competition: charge pupils to enter a competition for the best Easter bonnet. 
Prizes for the most fabulous fashionista creations! Alternatively you could get everyone involved 
in egg painting or Easter cake designs, and sell them after for extra fundraising! 
 

Mission Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.  

23 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1NU 020 7821 9755 missiontogether.org.uk  

Missio.org.uk  Registered in England and Wales Charity No. 1056651  

Fundraising ideas 

https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

