Mission Together

Five Fact Assembly: Saint Francis Xavier

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD

Mission Together

As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with
the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take
part. Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray for
and share with one another, in a unique exchange of love and
friendship. By praying for one another and sharing what we

have, we belong to God’s worldwide family. Children helping ehildren

This assembly focuses on St Francis Xavier, who fulfilled his
mission to share the message of God’s love around the world and serve those most in need. By
following his example children can become missionaries of God’s love, too.
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Saint Francis
Xavier

Today our assembly focuses on Saint Francis Xavier.

Does anyone know anything about him?

Possible answers: Saint Francis Xavier is the patron of
missionaries and also the patron of Goa, a State in India.

We can learn a few things about Saint Francis if we look missio

carefully at this painting. We can see that the artist has
shown Francis looking up towards heaven and that he has painted flames around Francis’ heart.
What do you think the artist wanted to tell us by painting this way?

Possible answers: The artist wanted to show us that Saint Francis’ looked up to God in heaven for
wisdom and guidance and that his heart burned with love for God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

If we look closely in the background of the painting, we can also see that the artist has painted a tall
sailing ship. This is to show us that Saint Francis was a missionary. A missionary is someone sent out
with the important job of sharing God’s love with the world.

When Saint Francis was alive, 500 years ago, travelling around the world wasn’t as easy as it is
today. To travel overseas people had to journey on sailing ships. Sailing could be very dangerous
and slow. Journeys could take weeks or even months, and ship wrecks and sickness were common.

From what we’ve learned about Saint Francis so far, what kind of virtues do you think he had?
Possible answers: Courageous, resilient, faithful, determined.

Let’s find out more facts about Saint Francis Xavier.
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FACT ONE: Francis grew in faith with the help of his friend,
Ignatius.

As a boy, Francis loved sports and loved to learn. When he

grew up he went to university to become a teacher. There he
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met another student called Ignatius. We can see Ignatius and T

Francis as students in this painting. They soon became firm
friends. Ignatius could see all the good in Francis and encouraged his friend to use his talents to
share God’s love with the world.

Ignatius believed that people could do great things when the follow the example of Jesus. So he set
up a special club called the Society of Jesus, which he asked his friend Francis to join.

After a few years in this special club, God called Francis and Ignatius to become priests. As priests,
Francis and Ignatius dedicated their lives to helping the poor, caring for the sick, and sharing the
message of Jesus with everyone, everywhere.
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Fact One
Francis grew in faith with the
help of his friend, Ignatius.

Question: How could you encourage your friends to share
God’s love with others?

Possible answers: by encouraging them to pray, by welcoming

love with

and including others, by sharing, being kind, saying sorry after

making bad choices, by forgiving those who’ve caused hurt.
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Fact Two
Saint Francis taught people
about Jesus through song

Soon after he became a priest, Ignatius asked Francis to travel
to Africa, and then to India, to tell people about Jesus and

help those in need.
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Francis didn’t hesitate to make the long and dangerous

journey,
but when he arrived he faced another difficulty; he couldn’t speak foreign languages.

Francis cleverly came up with a solution. He would learn a few words from the new language —
words like God, love and mercy — then teach the people through creating simple songs.
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Question: How can you use music and song to share the
message of God’s love?

Possible answers: By singing hymns at school, in church, and
at home. By creating your own songs about God'’s love.

SLIDE SEVEN

FACT THREE: Saint Francis asked children to help him share
God’s love.

Following the example of Jesus, Saint Francis did what he
could to help those who were sick and in need. But he was
unable to help them all as there were so many to care for.

Thankfully, Francis had noticed that children wanted to learn
about Jesus and were eager to share God’s love too. So he
began asking them to help.
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Saint Francis taught people
about Jesus through song.

How can you
use music
and song to
share the
message of
God's love?
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Saint Francis taught the children to take care of sick people, to pray for them, and to remind the

people how much God loved them.

SLIDE EIGHT

Question: How can we take care of others, especially those
who are sick?

Possible answers: We can show kindness and help them as
best we can. We can listen. We can send them get well cards
or flowers as a sign of our care. We can pray for them.

SLIDE NINE

FACT FOUR: Saint Francis cared for people who were
treated unfairly.

Following the example of Jesus, Saint Francis befriended
those who were disrespected and looked down upon. Sadly,
in Francis’ time, many people were treated as slaves. Francis
used to stand up for the slaves when he saw them being
bullied by their masters, and he cared for them when they
were hurt.
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Saint Francis reminded the people of his time, and us today, that all people are children of God our

Father, and should be treated with love and respect. God loves and values each one of his children

and asks us to do the same.
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Question: How can we treat people with dignity and
respect?

Possible answers: By being welcoming, listening carefully
to what people have to say, being polite, using good
manners.

SLIDE ELEVEN

FACT FIVE: Saint Francis learned many languages and had
many outfits!

For over ten years Saint Francis travelled the world, sharing
the message and love of Jesus in Europe, Africa, and Asia. In
all the countries he stayed in, Francis would make great
effort to learn the language of the people and wear the
same clothes as they did. He wanted the people there to

know that he respected them and the country they came from.
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Fact Five

Saint Francis learned many
languages and had many
outfits!

Through his time as a missionary, Francis saw God in all people and places. He discovered that the

differences between peoples — their different languages, clothes, music, and traditions — all reveal

God’s beauty.

Francis knew that people’s differences are what make God's world the beautiful and interesting

place it is. He believed that when we respect each other and work together, we can make God's

love known to everyone, everywhere.

SLIDE TWELVE

Question: How can we respect each other’s differences?

Possible answers: By listening to each other and learning
about our different cultures and our traditions. By sharing,
playing and working together. By praying for and supporting
children around the world, especially by praying with the
Mission Rosary. By supporting Mission Together.
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The charity, Mission Together, asks children around the world sion Together prayr
to pray every day for other children, especially those living in :
poverty. Prayer helps us to connect to people who may live far
away, and it reminds us to take action to help our sisters and
brothers who need our help.

Saint Francis knew how important it was to pray. He midsio A

encouraged people to pray every day, so that they might know
how much God loves all his children, and how faith in God the
Father, Son, and Spirit, can strengthen and guide us.

Let’s finish our assembly with the Mission Together Prayer. And let us ask Saint Francis to pray with
us and all the pupils in our school.

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission
Together. There are more ways to fundraise than we can possibly count! Below are

a few ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting
our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @missioUK adding the hashtag #missiontogether

Ideas for Spring term

Egg hunt: hide small chocolate eggs around your school or playground. Charge pupils to join in for a
massive Easter egg hunt! To maximise your fundraising, why not ask all pupils to donate some eggs so
you don’t need to spend money to buy them?

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring bulbs
—snowdrops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts?

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them. You can
tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment. Either get
teams to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them! Charge teams to enter and
give prizes for the fastest finishers.
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