
Set up a May Altar: Set up a dedicated area in the school with 
statues, pictures, candles, and holy cards of Our Lady and her 
son, Jesus. Provide opportunities for children to take flowers 
to present to Our Lady’s altar. 

Crowning Our Lady: Traditionally, crowns for Mary – Queen of the May – 
are made from Spring flowers, but you can also make a crown from 
paper flowers. Usually there is a procession with the crown before 
it is placed on Mary’s head. Pupils could sing a Marian Hymn as 
they process with the crown (we suggest Bring Flowers of the 
Rarest). Pupils can also carry flowers to place at Mary’s feet as 
they reach the statue. It is tradition for the youngest child 
preparing for, or who has made their First Holy Communion, 
who crowns Our Lady’s statue.

Prayers for May: Crowning After children have crowned Mary, say the Hail Mary
together. Depending on the age of the children, you could also pray a decade of the
Mission Rosary, remembering to make clear that we ask Mary to pray with us for children
around the world.

Decade a Day: The Mission Rosary is made up of five different colours, each
representing a different continent. During May, invite your school to pray a decade a day
for children around the world. Classes could divide up the task, so that over a week your
school prays the whole rosary. Download How to pray the Rosary guide and
complementary Prayers for the Continents from our website. 

Visit a Marian Shrine: As well as your own school May Altar, plan a visit to a Church or
Shrine dedicated to Mary (you may be fortunate to belong to a parish under Mary’s
patronage). Many parish churches have replica Lourdes Grottos in their grounds. A
crowning service could take place here, with the Parish Priest taking part too.

Plant a Mary Garden: One of the traditional ways to honour Our Lady, popular during
Medieval times, is planting a Mary Garden. Traditional Mary Gardens would contain herbs
and flowers representative of Our Lady, such as Bluebells (originally called ‘Our Lady’s
Thimbles’), Ox-Eye Daisy (once called Our Lady’s Star), Rosemary (Mary's nosegay) and
Marigolds (Mary's gold). Other Marian plants and flowers can be found online. 
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