
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders background information: In the Catholic Church, Easter Sunday - like 

Christmas Day - is celebrated for eight days. This is known as an Octave. Every day during the Oc-

tave is one continuous solemnity. A solemnity is a feast of the highest rank. Easter is so important 

that after the Octave the following six weeks are known as Eastertide. This liturgy focuses on one 

of the Eastertide readings from the Gospel of St John, when Jesus appears to the disciples and 

dispels their fear with his promise of peace.  

 
GATHER: Setting the scene 
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children  
missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources   
 

Opening hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestion is Peace perfect peace.  
 

Introduction  
Print the introduction on page 2 and ask a pupil/s to read.  
 
Sign of the cross and opening prayer  
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.  
 

WORD: Bible reading: John 20:19-22 (GNT) 
Print the reading on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.     
Or see page 5 for a short drama script based on this Gospel. 
 

Bible reflection  
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.  
 

RESPOND: Prayers of intercession  
Print the prayers of intercession on page 4 and ask pupils to 
read. 
 

SENT: Mission Together prayer 
See to the right. 
 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestion is Peace is flowing like a river.  
See missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together  
 

Mission Together Prayer 
 

May all children  

In the world 

Share love 

Share friendship and live 

In the peace  

Of God’s love 

Now and forever. Amen. 

Mission Together  
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Introduction 
 

Reader:  During Lent we spent 40 days preparing for Easter with prayer,  

  charity, and fasting. After Easter Sunday we spend 50 days  

  celebrating the resurrection of Jesus. We spend more time celebrating because when 

  Jesus rose from the dead, he showed us the power of God’s mercy and love.  
 

Reader: God’s mercy and love bring new life and peace, even when all seems lost. In the  

  Gospel reading we will hear after our opening prayer, Jesus meets his disciples just 

  hours after he has risen from the dead. Try to imagine that you are a disciple as Jesus 

  unexpectedly enters the room. 

 

Sign of the cross and opening Prayer 
 

Reader:  God our Father, on Easter Sunday we celebrated 

  your Son, Jesus, rising from the dead. 

  May Christ’s resurrection give the world hope, 

  that with you love never ends and peace can be found.  

  We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Bible reading  
 

Reader:  A reading from the Gospel of St John 
 

  It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples 

  were gathered together behind locked doors,  

  because they were afraid of the Jewish  

  leaders. Then Jesus came and stood among  

  them. ‘Peace be with you,’ he said. After saying 

  this, he showed them his hands and his side.  

  The disciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. Jesus said to them again,  

  ‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me, so I send you.’  

  Then he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’  

 

  The Gospel of the Lord  
  R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Bible Reflection (We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain).  
 

The Gospel reading we just heard takes place just two days after Good Friday.  

Good Friday was a very sad and frightening day for the  

disciples. The reading tells us that they were still upset and 

afraid two days later; so much so that they’d hidden them-

selves away in a house in Jerusalem. If we look closely at 

the painting on screen we can see that the disciples are so 

afraid they have bolted the door (left-side of image) shut. 
 

We don’t know for certain why the disciples hid themselves 

away. Perhaps they were afraid that the people who came 

after Jesus would also come after them. Or maybe they were ashamed, because they’d run away 

when their friend Jesus was arrested and hadn’t came back to help him. Or perhaps they were 

anxious because they didn’t know what was going to happen next, and uncertainty can at times 

cause us to worry. Whatever the reasons, Jesus knew his friends were upset and afraid. That’s 

why when he first appeared to the disciples on Easter Sunday evening, the very first word he says 

to them is ‘Peace’.  The artist has shown us how stunned the disciples must have been at seeing 

the risen Jesus, and maybe they were surprised at hearing Jesus’ message of peace too! 
 

I’m going to ask you a question. I don’t want an answer out loud but I’d like you to think about it 

in your head. What is peace? 
 

Peace can mean different things. It can mean no violence or war. Peace can mean living without 

being frightened or worried. It can mean being quiet inside. Peace also means being kind to other 

people and living with them without fights or arguments.  
 

On the evening of the resurrection Jesus gave the disciples the gift of his peace and this made 

them feel less afraid and less ashamed. But Jesus didn’t just want his disciples to know God’s 

peace; Jesus wanted others to know God’s peace too. This meant that Jesus wanted no revenge 

for the horrible things that had happened on Good Friday. The disciples were not to pick fights 

with people who caused Jesus harm. To make this clear, Jesus gives his disciples an instruction.  

‘As the Father sent me [to show his mercy and peace], so I am sending you.’  
 

Jesus came amongst us to teach us many important lessons. One of these lessons is important if 

we are to know peace in our hearts and share it with others. Jesus wants us to be merciful. That 

means we must forgive wrongs and show compassion and kindness to others. Most of the time 

this isn’t easy, but prayer helps. Let’s pray together now as we join in with our bidding prayers. 
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Bidding Prayers 

Reader:  The response to our prayer is: Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:   We pray for countries where there is fighting and war. May their 

  leaders work together for peace and show mercy to those who are suffering.  

  Lord in your mercy.  R/ Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:   We pray for our school, our parish, and our families, that we all know God’s peace 

  and share that peace with those we meet.  

  Lord in your mercy.  R/ Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:   We pray for the children overseas whom Mission Together helps: those who are poor, 

  hungry, sad, or scared. May they find hope in your love and may we always be ready 

  to help them.  

  Lord in your mercy.  R/ Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:   In silence, let us now spend a few moments sharing the prayers in our heart with God 

  our Father. 
 

  Let us now say the Mission Together prayer. 
 

May all children  

In the world  

Share love   

Share friendship and live 

In the peace  

Of God’s love,  

Now and forever. Amen. 

 

We suggest the following is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.  
 

When we go to Mass, shortly before communion, we are invited to turn to our neighbours and 

offer them a sign of peace. When we share a sign of peace, we’re not only sharing peace with 

those in church, it’s a sign that we are going to share God’s peace with people outside church too. 

Let’s close our prayer today by sharing a sign of peace now.   
 

Sign of Peace - either handshake or joining palms and bowing slightly to our neighbour. 
 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn Peace is flowing like a river.  
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This dramatized retelling of John 20:19-22 begins with all the  
disciples huddled together and looking around anxiously.  
 
 

Narrator 1:  It was the evening of the resurrection. Jesus’s disciples were  
   together in a house in Jerusalem. The doors were locked, because 
   the disciples were afraid.  
 
Narrator 2:  Then Jesus came and stood among them and said;   
 
Jesus:   ‘Peace be with you.’  
 

   Jesus opens his arms slowly and smiles gently. The disciples look  
   surprised!  
 
Narrator 1:  After Jesus had said this, he showed the disciples his hands and his 
   side; so they could see the marks made by the nails and the spear.  
 

   Jesus to hold out his hands. The disciples nervously take a good look. 
 
Narrator 2:  His disciples were very happy when they recognised the Lord.  
 

   Disciples smile at Jesus and one another.  
 
Narrator 1:  Then Jesus said again,  
 
Jesus:   ‘Peace be with you! As the Father sent me, now I am sending you.’  
 

   Disciples look at one another and nod their heads as a sign of their  
   agreement and commitment.  
 
 
Narrator 2:  The Gospel of the Lord  
   R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  
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Fundraising ideas  

Mis-
sion Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.  

23 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1NU 020 7821 9755 missiontogether.org.uk  

Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio – the Catholic Church’s  
official children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England  
and Wales, we can provide life-changing aid around the world in the form  
of practical and spiritual support. That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a  
generator for a children’s home. Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background 
or beliefs. Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission  
Together. Below are a few seasonal ideas, but you can find other ways to get involved  
throughout the year by missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas.  
 

Please share your fundraising events with us @MissioUK, with the hashtag #missiontogether  
 
Ideas for Summer term   
 

Words for our World: challenge invites pupils to journey through our global home by reading 

books based within each of the Mission Rosary continents (Africa, Americas, Europe, Oceania, 

Asia). As an additional act of solidarity, we encourage schools to make Words for our World a 

sponsored challenge. Find out more at missiontogether.org.uk/words-for-our-world 
 

Weeding Week: while the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding gardens? 

Ask for a suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work alone, with 

friends, or siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and prune too. Who 

knows if your Weeding Week might inspire the next Monty Don!  
 

Open air cinema: a big sheet, a projector and some fairy lights and you can host a magical movie 

night under the stars! Charge people entry to come and see movies on your outdoor screen. In-

vite whole families and make a big picnic of it.  
 

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to 

attend and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners!  
 

Sponsored swim, walk or cycle: get everyone involved in some outdoor fun once the weather’s 

better. Could you get sponsored to walk a certain distance, or hold a sponsored swim?  
 

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them. 

You can tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment. 

Either get teams to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them! Charge 

teams to enter and give prizes for the fastest finishers.  
 

Big summer BBQ: hold a family barbecue, street party or big picnic at your school. Serve up food 

and treats, hold stalls with tombolas and raffle prizes, even set up some games like hook a duck 

or skittles and quoits. The great thing about these events is that they can be as simple or in-

volved as you like. Sell tickets to attend 

https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

