
 
 
 
 

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD 
 
As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with 

the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take 

part. Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray 

for and share with one another, in a unique exchange of 

love and friendship. By praying for one another and sharing 

what we have, we belong to God’s worldwide family. 
 

This assembly focuses on Saint George, patron saint of England. 
 

  

SLIDE TWO  
 

Today our assembly focuses on Saint George.  
 

Does anyone know anything about him?  
 

Possible answers: George is the patron saint of England. He 

is known for saving a princess by slaying a dragon. His feast 

day is celebrated on 23 April. Saint George’s cross decorates 

England’s flag. 
 

Saint George has been the patron saint of England for over a 

thousand years. For over 500 years his emblem, the Saint George’s cross, has decorated the English 

flag. Yet Saint George was born in Turkey and never even visited England.  
 

Today we are going to find out why he became England’s patron saint and other facts about Saint 

George that may come as a surprise. Let’s start with our first fact. 
 

 

SLIDE THREE  
 

FACT ONE: Saint George lived near Bethlehem and became 

a Roman soldier.  
 

Saint George was born in Turkey, almost 300 years after the 

birth of Jesus, but he grew up near Bethlehem. At that time, 

Bethlehem and the surrounding lands were ruled by the 

Roman Empire, and so, as a young man, George became a 

Roman soldier.  
 

Around this time George also became a Christian, which made his role as a soldier a bit tricky for 

two reasons.  
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Firstly, Jesus instructed his followers to be people of peace. In Saint Matthew’s Gospel we hear 

Jesus say to his disciples, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.’ Mt 5:9 

That’s why in the picture of Saint George we can see, his sword has been turned into a farming tool 

and he’s holding Saint Matthew’s Gospel in his hand.  
 

Secondly, the Roman Emperor at the time hated Christians. In fact, he ordered the execution of 

hundreds of Christians. As a Roman soldier, George had the chance of escaping death by giving up 

his faith, but George chose instead to give all his money and possessions to the poor and 

courageously die as a martyr. A martyr is a person who is killed because of their beliefs.  
 

Saint George was martyred on 23 April 303. 
 

 

SLIDE FOUR  
 

Question: How might we follow Jesus and be peacemakers?  
 

Possible answers: By listening to people with our ears and 

hearts, by including others, by forgiving and asking for 

forgiveness, by being fair and sharing, by praying for peace. 
 

 
SLIDE FIVE   
 

FACT TWO: There are several churches in the Holy Land 

named after Saint George. 
 

George was buried in a city called Lod, in the Holy Land. The 

Holy Land is the name given to areas that are sacred to Jews, 

Christians, and Muslims.  
 

The map of the Holy Land that we can see shows us some 

places we learn about in the Bible, including Bethlehem.  
 

After George’s death, a great church was built over his grave. Several other churches named after 

Saint George were built in other parts of the Holy Land too. One was built very near to Bethlehem, 

in a town called Al-Khader.  
 

The town Al-Khader is named after a Muslim prophet. It’s a name which means ‘the green one’. 

Some Muslims believe the green prophet is Saint George. In the town of Al-Khader, both Muslims 

and Christians honour Saint George. Their love and respect for Saint George unites the people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SLIDE SIX  
 

Question: What virtues help to bring people together?  
 

Possible answers: Suggestions on screen. Invite children to 

think of others. 
 

 

SLIDE SEVEN   

 

FACT THREE: Saint George inspired kings and knights. 
 

Even though Saint George never visited England, several 

English kings have been inspired by his many virtues. In the 

16th century, Henry VIII chose Saint George’s cross to 

decorate England’s flag. King Henry hoped Saint George’s 

virtues would inspire the nation. 
 

In the 14th century, King Edward III was such a fan of George 

that he created a special group called the Knights of Saint 

George. These knights were selected personally by the King to defend the royal family and the 

nation.  
 

Today’s King continues to select people to join the Knights of Saint George. As in the past, they are 

requested to follow the example of George by being faithful, courageous, truthful, and charitable. 

 
 

SLIDE EIGHT  
 

Question: What are the virtues that inspire you? 
 

Possible answers: Suggestions on screen. Invite children to 

think of others. 

 
 

SLIDE NINE   
 

FACT FOUR: The legend of Saint George and the dragon is 
about faith and courage.  
 

The story of Saint George and the dragon has been handed 

down over hundreds of years. In the story, an evil dragon 

was terrorizing the residents of a royal city. The dragon had 

already eaten several children but wanted more.  
 

The citizens decided that the king’s daughter should be 

offered, as surely this would satisfy the dragon’s hunger.  
 



However, whilst the princess was being led to its lair, George passed by and, strengthened by God, 

bravely distracted the evil dragon and pierced it with a spear. 
 

Stories like that of George and the dragon aren’t based on real events, but they do help to reveal 

truths that are important for us all to remember.  
 

One truth the story of George and the dragon teaches is that faith in God helps us to face dangers 

and difficulties with courage. Another truth is that, thanks to the power of God’s love and mercy 

working in our lives, good will always triumph over evil.  
 

 

SLIDE TEN  
 

Question: What can we do to bring about good in the 

world? 
 

Possible answers: We can speak out when we see something 

that is unfair or unkind. We can pray for peace and justice. 

We can tell the truth and be honest. We can reach out to 

others, especially those who we think are different from us. 

 
 

SLIDE ELEVEN  
 

FACT FIVE: Saint George is the patron saint of many 

countries! 
 

Because of his many virtues, most especially his faithfulness 

and courage, several countries have chosen George as their 

patron saint. These countries include Portugal, Brazil, Georgia, 

Ukraine, Malta, Palestine, and Ethiopia. 
 

In South India, in the region of Kerala, Christians also have a 

deep affection for Saint George. Every year, hundreds of people make pilgrimages to one of Kerala’s 

many St George parish churches. A pilgrimage is a sacred journey and every part of it is offered as a 

prayer. Sometimes the journey is taken on foot and can take many days. People making a pilgrimage 

are called pilgrims, and their pilgrimage is often to a religious place or shrine.  

 
 

SLIDE TWELVE  
 

Question: Has anyone visited a pilgrimage site either in 

Britain or overseas? 
 

Possible answers: Christian sites in the UK include: 

Walsingham, Canterbury Cathedral, St Cuthbert’s Way, 

Bardsey Island (Wales). Sites overseas include: Lourdes 



(France), Rome, Jerusalem. Islamic sites include: Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem.  
 

N.B. 2025 is the Pilgrims of Hope Jubilee Year. Here is an opportunity to reference the Holy Year.  

 
 

SLIDE THIRTEEN  
 

At the start of this assembly we learned that when Saint 

George became a Christian, he understood that Jesus was 

calling him to be a peacemaker. Creating peace between 

people from different backgrounds is very important, and 

praying with and for God’s global family is one special way 

we can do this. Let’s finish with the prayer that Jesus taught 

us, one that Saint George will have prayed too. It’s a prayer 

that reminds us that we are all children of God, and as God’s 

children we should do all we can to build peace and share God’s love with everyone, everywhere. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth,  

as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission  
Together. There are more ways to fundraise than we can possibly count! Below are  
a few ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting  
our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/  
 

Please share your fundraising events with us @missioUK adding the hashtag #missiontogether 
 

Ideas for Summer term   
 

Weeding Week: while the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding 
gardens? Ask for a suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work 
alone, with friends, or siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and 
prune too (with adult supervision where appropriate). Who knows if your Weeding Week 
might inspire the next Monty Don! 
 

Open air cinema: a big sheet, a projector and some fairy lights and you can host a magical 
movie night under the stars! Charge people entry to come and see movies on your outdoor 
screen. Invite whole families and make a big picnic of it. 
 

https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

