
 
 
 
 

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD 
 
As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with 

the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take 

part. Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray 

for and share with one another, in a unique exchange of 

love and friendship. By praying for one another and sharing 

what we have, we belong to God’s worldwide family. 
 

This assembly focuses on Fr Thomas Jackson, a Mill Hill Missionary who lived a life of great faith, 

hope and love. 
 

For schools with a focus on Catholic Social Teaching, there are principle links with Option for the 

Poor, Human Dignity, and Solidarity. 

 

  

SLIDE TWO  
 

Today our assembly focuses on Fr Thomas Jackson, a holy 

man who was born 180 years ago, but who in a special way 

continues to share God’s love around the world today. 
 

If we look at the picture of Fr Thomas we can find a clue that 

helps us understand the way Fr Jackson continues to share 

God’s love with others. What do you think this clue might 

be? What can you see in the picture? 
 

Fr Jackson is holding a Red Box. This is a collection box for the charity Missio, which is the Pope’s 

charity, and the money collected in it helps to share God’s love in places where there is poverty and 

conflict.  
 

Some children may make the link with the Mission Together red collection box. This box also derives 

from Fr Jackson’s idea, as Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio.  
 

Fr Jackson came up with the idea of the Red Box over 100 years ago and over the years it’s raised 

many millions of pounds. But Fr Jackson did much more than create the red collection box. He 

shows us in an extraordinary way what happens when we live our lives with faith, hope, and love.  
 

Let’s find out how these virtues made a difference to Thomas and consequently to the world!   
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SLIDE THREE  
 

FACT ONE: Fr Thomas was born into poverty, but as a boy 

he grew rich in faith.  
 

Thomas Jackson was born in 1844 in Preston, a town in the 

north of England. If we look at the picture we can see that 

there were many mills in Preston. These mills employed 

thousands of people and most were paid very little, even 

though they worked very hard. Thomas’ family were poor; 

too poor to send Thomas to school. In those days education 

wasn’t free for everyone and children from poor families were often sent to work rather than sent 

to school. Thomas went to work aged ten. 
 

Work for children in mills or down mines was just as hard as work for adults. Children worked from 

early in the morning until late at night, six days a week. There was little time to play. 
 

Because he’d never been to school, Thomas was unable to read or write; but he loved listening to 

the words of Jesus, and he loved spending time with Jesus in prayer. These things helped Thomas’ 

faith to grow and they continued to help him throughout his extraordinary life.  
 

 

SLIDE FOUR  
 

Question: How might Thomas’ faith have helped him when 

he was a boy?  
 

Possible answers: By giving him strength especially when 

times were hard. Faith and prayer meant that Thomas was 

able to share his worries and his dreams with God. Listening 

to the words of Jesus helped Thomas understand how to live 

with gratitude, courage, mercy, and hope. 
 

 
SLIDE FIVE   
 

FACT TWO: Thomas taught himself to read and became a 

Mill Hill Missionary Priest.  
 

Thomas really wanted to read, so slowly he taught himself. 

All the while Thomas continued to pray and go to Mass, and 

in time he realised that God was calling him to become a 

Priest. Thomas wanted to become a Missionary Priest. 

Missionaries are sent to share the message of Jesus and the 

love of God around the world. England had its own group of 

Missionaries. 



They were known as the Mill Hill Missionaries because they were founded in an area of North 

London called Mill Hill, by Cardinal Herbert Vaughan.  
 

Thomas only had savings to pay for the first few months of training, and it takes six years of training 

to become a Priest. Thankfully, a kind woman paid for two more years. After that, Thomas’ teachers 

realised what a good a student he was, and so paid for him to complete his training.  
 

Fr Thomas remained ever grateful for those who, through their generosity and kindness, gave him 

the chance to become a Priest. Later in life he was determined that no one should be denied the 

chance to become a Priest, or to learn, because they were poor. 

 
 

SLIDE SIX  
 

Question: Who are you grateful for and how can you help 

others through your generosity?  
 

Possible answers: Family and friends. Teachers and 

coaches. Our Parish Priests, School Chaplains, and Religious 

Sisters. We can be generous by sharing our toys. By inviting 

people to play. By sharing our time and talents in school. By 

helping our teacher or fellow pupils. We can be generous 

with our money, sharing what we have with charities like 

Mission Together. 

 
 

SLIDE SEVEN   
 

FACT THREE: Fr Thomas’ first mission was to care for 

soldiers fighting in a faraway desert. 
 

Thomas became a priest in 1879. The very next day he was 

sent thousands of miles away, to the Middle East, where 

there was a bitter war. Fr Thomas was to care for soldiers 

there.  
 

In the late 1800s, few people travelled overseas. The 

aeroplane and the car still hadn’t been invented, and some parts of the world were known only to 

those who’d been born there.  
 

Fr Thomas had never left England before he travelled by boat to India. Once there, he had to walk 

700 miles to reach the soldiers he’d been sent to care for. Fr Thomas looked after sick and wounded 

soldiers and was even on the front line of four battles himself. When told by an officer to move 

away from the worst of the fighting, Fr Thomas replied ‘Where men are dying, there must I be.’  
 

Fr Thomas wasn’t a soldier. He never fought in a battle. He was there to show that God’s love and 

mercy is present for all people and at all times, even in horrible situations.  



Over time, Fr Thomas became well known for his courage and calmness. This surprised him because 

he’d often been nervous and anxious. Now he was realising that, with God’s help, he was able to 

cope with very difficult situations. His faith gave him hope – hope that God’s love changes things for 

the better. 

 
 

SLIDE EIGHT  
 

Question: How can courage and calmness help us to share 

God’s love? 
 

Possible answers: If we are calm and have courage, we can 

help when others are frightened and anxious, and that helps 

calm them too. Courage helps us speak out against things 

that are wrong, or injustices which hurt other people.  

 
 

SLIDE NINE   
 

FACT FOUR: Fr Thomas was sent to share God’s love in a 
distant jungle, where few dared to go. 
 

After serving in the desert, Fr Thomas was sent to the 

jungles of Borneo, in South East Asia.  
 

Borneo is a huge island, bigger than France. In Fr Thomas’ 

day most of the island was covered in rainforest and 

mountains. This made it difficult to explore, and very few 

people visited Borneo to try. Those who did often died of 

diseases, or heat stroke, or got lost forever in the jungle.  
 

Fr Thomas’ mission was to share the love of God and message of Jesus with the people of Borneo. It 

was another tough task requiring Fr Thomas to walk hundreds of miles through jungles and 

swamps, often without food and without knowing the country or the language of its people.  
 

When Fr Thomas came across others, he treated them in the same way he treated everyone: with 

kindness and respect, just as Jesus did. Over time, Fr Thomas asked for the help of more Mill Hill 

Missionaries, including a group of very brave Missionary Sisters from Manchester. Together they 

set up primary schools for poor children, and Borneo’s first health clinics to care for the sick.  
 

In spite of the great challenges he faced when he arrived in Borneo, Fr Thomas never lost hope that 

God’s love changes things for the better.  
 

 

 

 

 



SLIDE TEN  
 

Question: Why is it important to stay hopeful? How does 

hope help? 
 

Possible answers: Hope allows us to look forward and see 

the bigger picture even when things are really hard now. 

Hope in God gives us strength. It reminds us that even 

when nobody else is around us we are still not alone.  

Hope allows us to imagine things being better, and gives 

us the strength and direction to work to make them 

better. 

 
 

SLIDE ELEVEN  
 

FACT FIVE: Back in England, Fr Thomas invented the Red 

Box, as a way to share God’s love near and far.  
 

After 15 years serving the people of Borneo, Fr Thomas 

returned to England. There he helped to train future 

Missionary Priests. At the training college he saw many 

young men from poor families like his own. 
  

Many of the students were unable to finish their training as 

they ran out of money. Fr Thomas remembered that, if not for the generosity of others, he would 

have never become a priest, and he would have never shared God’s love on battlefields, in deserts, 

and in jungles!  
 

Fr Thomas decided to do something to help. He came up with the simple idea of a small collection 

box. Fr Thomas shared the boxes in local Catholic churches and asked people after Mass to take a 

box home and put in whatever pennies they could spare. Even a small amount would be 

appreciated.  
 

After a while the money was collected and used to train Missionary Priests from poor backgrounds. 

In time, many more people had boxes at home and there was also enough to send money to 

Missionaries who were sharing God’s love in poor countries around the world. The money helped to 

build schools, clinics, and simple churches, where people could grow in faith as the family of God. 
 

Today, Fr Thomas’ boxes are still in homes across England and Wales. Now they are red, and there’s 

even a children’s Red Box too. Money collected in these Little Red Boxes helps children living in 

poverty to go to school, have the care they need, and know God’s love for them and all children, 

everywhere. 

 
 

 



SLIDE TWELVE  
 

Question: Fr Thomas’ collection box idea seemed small, 

but the results were great! What small thing can you do 

today that could make a big difference to others? 
 

Possible answers: We can be a good and faithful friends to 

others. We can forgive people when they make a wrong 

choice, and we can say sorry when we make wrong choices 

too. We can offer words of encouragement or a helping 

hand to someone who is struggling. We can try to use less 

plastic, or reuse and recycle where we can. We can pray.   
 

 
SLIDE THIRTEEN  
 

From his early childhood, Fr Thomas believed that prayer 

helped us to make a big difference in the world.  

Prayer helped Thomas to grow closer to Jesus, to stay 

hopeful, and to have the courage, calmness, and 

compassion needed to share the love of God with everyone, 

everywhere. 
 

Let’s finish our assembly with a prayer that Fr Thomas 

would have said throughout his life; a prayer that helped 

him to see that everyone, everywhere is a child of God, and so deserves respect, love, and the 

things they need to live with hope.  

 

Our Father who art in heaven,  

Hallowed by thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth,  

as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive those who trespass against us,  

And lead us not into temptation,  

But deliver us from evil.  

Amen. 


