Mission Together
Five Fact Assembly: Saint John Henry Newman

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD

Mission Together

As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with
the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take
part. Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray
for and share with one another, in a unique exchange of
love and friendship. By praying for one another and sharing
what we have, we contribute to God’s worldwide family. Children helping ehildren

This assembly focuses on Saint John Henry Newman, who
fulfilled his mission to love God and serve others during his lifetime. For schools with a focus on
Catholic Social Teaching, there are principle links with Option for the Poor, and Human Dignity.
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Saint John
Henry Newman

Today our assembly focuses on Saint John Henry Newman.
Does anyone know anything about him?

Possible answers: Saint John Henry Newman lived over 200
years ago. He taught at Oxford University before becoming

a Catholic priest. As a priest he moved to Birmingham where missio &

he served and supported thousands of people who were
living in dire poverty in the city’s many slums.

Saint John Henry Newman lived during the Victorian age. There were very few Catholics in England
at the time and John, who had not been born into a Catholic family, surprised everyone by choosing
to become not just a Catholic, but a Catholic Priest.

As a Priest, Fr Newman was known for his faith, wisdom, kindness, and compassion. For these
virtues he was admired by many. So much so, that after a few years the Pope appointed
Fr Newman a Cardinal of the Catholic Church.

A Cardinal is a senior leader of the Church, second only to the Pope. The cartoon shows Cardinal
Newman in his red Cardinal’s robes. Cardinals wear red as a symbol of their willingness to act with
faith, courage, and love.

Let’s find out how Cardinal Newman’s faith, courage, and love were lived out in our five fact
assembly.
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FACT ONE

FACT ONE: Saint John Henry Newman cared for the poor
Irish families who had fled the famine in Ireland.

Does anyone know what a famine is?

Answer: A famine means that there is an extreme shortage of
food. It affects many people.

When Saint John Henry Newman was alive, the potato was
the staple food in Ireland for poor people. And so disaster struck when for four years potatoes failed
to grow there.

One million Irish people died from starvation or from sickness. Many had no choice but to travel to
new countries to find work, some travelled to England. When they arrived, they were hungry, sick or
weak and had to live in very poor conditions.

Saint John Henry Newman respected them and loved them and showed other people how to
welcome them into the local community.

Click for question.

Question: How will you show God’s love to people who have fled their homes?

Possible answers: By inviting someone to join a game, giving them a smile or saying ‘hello’ can
make them feel welcomed.
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FACT TWO

FACT TWO: People came from miles around to hear Saint
John Henry Newman speak about God.

When Saint John Henry Newman spoke, he spoke from his
heart. He was well known for following his conscience - that

means saying and doing what he felt was right - even when it

missio

sometimes made him unpopular.

Because Saint John Henry Newman spoke honestly and from the heart, people trusted what he said.
Sometimes the church was so full of people who wanted to hear him, crowds had to be turned away
at the door!

Click for question.
Question: Who will you talk to about God today?

Possible answers: A school friend, a family member, or a teacher may like to hear about God'’s love
for them.
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Mission Together

FACT THREE: Saint John Henry Newman wrote beautiful
poems, prayers and hymns, which are still used today.

FACT THREE

Saint John Henry Newman wrote poems about God. Some
were put to music and turned into hymns. He often wrote
about how much he trusted in God’s goodness. He knew God

love for him and all his children would never end.

Passengers onboard the ship Titanic sang one of his hymns*
as it sunk at sea in 1912. *“Lead Kindly Light’

Click for question

Question: What would you include if you were to write a poem, prayer, or hymn about God?

Possible answers: God'’s love for all his children. That God forgives us when we make wrong choices,
and asks us to forgive others too. That God shows us how to live through the words and actions of
Jesus, God the Son.
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FACT FOUR: Saint John Henry Newman loved to learn. He R
thought it very important that everyone learns about

Saint John Henry New
loy

God’s love for all.

Most children in Victorian times never went to school and
struggled to read and write. Saint John Henry Newman

encouraged everyone to learn and to think for themselves. missio

If people can read, they can read the Bible and discover
more about God.

Click for question
Question: How can you learn more about God today?

Possible answers: We can find out about God by reading scripture, especially the Gospels as they
teach us about Jesus, God the Son. We can learn more about God by listening to stories about Jesus
from our teachers, parents, grandparents, priests, sisters, nuns, and chaplains. We can learn more
about God by noticing signs of his love around us: in creation, in our family and friends, in others.



FACT FIVE

SLIDE SEVEN Mission Together
ﬁ

FACT FIVE: Saint John Henry Newman believed God has a
special mission for us all.

Saint John Henry Newman
believed God has a special
mission for us all

Saint John Henry Newman understood that God has made us you
all to do a special job. Our mission is to do good and bring
God'’s love to people near to us and those who live far away.

missio f{:-

There are lots of ways we can live out this mission, such as:

sharing what we have, treating people with dignity, acting
fairly, working in solidarity with others to build a better world, cherishing and caring for creation,
praying for the world and our sisters and brothers who we share it with.

No one is too young or too small to play their part in fulfilling this mission.
Click for question
Question: How can you fulfil this mission today?

Possible answers: Cite examples of where the suggestions above can be lived out e.g. sharing school
equipment and our own pens etc. fairly and generously with classmates.
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Prayer was very important to Saint John Henry Newman. He

encouraged people to pray every day and wrote a famous
prayer that reminds us of the mission that each of us has
been given, as beloved children of God the Father.

The words of this prayer are very special, so let us reflect on

them prayerfully and carefully as we pray them together

now.

God has created me to do Him some unique service.

| have my mission.

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between people.
He has not created me for nothing.

| shall do good;

| shall do His work.

I shall be an angel of peace,

a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it
if | do but keep His commandments. Therefore, | will trust Him, whatever | am,
| can never be thrown away.

Amen.

The mission of my life — Saint John Henry Newman Prayer adapted for children.



