Mission Together
Five Fact Assembly: Jubilee 2025

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD

Mission Together

As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with
the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take
part. Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray
for and share with one another, in a unique exchange of
love and friendship. By praying for one another and sharing
what we have, we belong to God’s worldwide family. Children helping children
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This year is a special year for God’s global Church family. It Jubilee 2025

is a Jubilee, or Holy Year. Jubilees usually mark the ”2;; /}L A
anniversary of an important event, like a coronation or "‘" 7 Ta08 A church
wedding. They are special years of thanksgiving and N Y
celebration. ; R g ﬂv‘ o

In the Catholic Church, jubilees mean even more. They are
holy years, when we are asked to make time to grow in love
of God, in love of each other, and in love of creation.

Q: Can anyone tell us who the man is in the picture and why he appears in our Jubilee Assembly?

This is Pope Francis, the leader of the Catholic Church. The Pope announces news of a jubilee and
encourages all members of our global Church family to participate in it.

Click to reveal image of ‘church’ and ‘Church’.

N.B. church with a lowercase ‘c’ refers to the building; an uppercase ‘C’ refers to the global Church family.

It’s important to remember that when we hear the phrase Catholic church, we’re not always
speaking about a building. Church is also the name we give to followers of Jesus who come together
to pray and receive the sacraments.

The followers of Jesus live all around the world and together they make up God’s global Church
family. Through our baptism, or by belonging to [school name], we are part of this global family too
—we are God's Church!

The first Catholic jubilee took place in Rome over 700 years ago. But the idea of a jubilee year began
even earlier than that!
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The first jubilee took
place thousands of
years ago.

FACT ONE: The first Jubilees took place thousands of
years ago.

We learn about the first jubilee in the third book of the
Bible. The Bible may look like one big book to us, but it’s

really a collection of 72 books, as our picture shows.

missio yos

Jubilees were first mentioned in the third book of the
Bible, which is called Leviticus. In Leviticus, the Lord tells
Moses that every fifty years is to be a jubilee.

In jubilee years, the people were to follow God more closely by repairing broken relationships and
caring for creation. They could do this by asking for forgiveness and forgiving one another; by
freeing slaves; by letting farmed fields rest; by helping people living in poverty; and by cancelling
debts. Debt is what someone owes to someone else. In a jubilee year, God calls us to cancel the
debts of people who are unable to repay others.
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Q: Of these jubilee instructions, do you think one is more e Fact One

£a The first jubilee took place
thousands of years ago.

important than the others? Explain your answers.

e Growing in faith
e Forgiveness

you think one is
more important
than the others

v

e Cancelling debts

e Caring for creation

e Helping people in poverty

Suggested responses: N.A.
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Fact Two
Pilgrimages are an
important jubilee tradition

FACT TWO: Pilgrimages are an important jubilee tradition.

Today, jubilees take place mostly every 25 years and the call
to grow in love of God; of one another; and of creation
remains the same. Over time traditions have developed to
help people do this. One tradition is that of pilgrimage.
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A pilgrimage is a sacred journey to a holy place and every part

of the journey is offered as a prayer. Sometimes pilgrimages
can take many days. The time the journey takes provides space for the pilgrim to reflect on
important questions, like ‘how can | be the person God made me to be’?



Pilgrims often share their journey with others, and this is important too. Walking together provides
encouragement and helps strangers to become friends. By listening to each other with our hearts
we begin to see God’s beauty more clearly in others and in the places we journey through.

During a jubilee, millions of people make a pilgrimage to Rome. Rome is a holy city for Catholics.
Rome is where Saints Peter and Saint Paul shared the good news of Jesus. It also where they were
martyred, and where they are buried. Saint Peter was the first Pope, and Rome is also where the
Pope lives today.

There are many other places of pilgrimage around the world that Catholics will be journeying to
during the jubilee. In Wales, people can make a pilgrimage to Saint David’s Cathedral. In England,
Catholics can journey to Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham. The photo on screen shows children
taking part in a pilgrimage to Walsingham.
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Q: Why might making a jubilee pilgrimage with others be FoEs Tyl

Pilgrimages are an
important jubilee tradition

special?

[ Why might making
a jubilee pilgrimage
with others be
special?

Suggested responses: We’d feel united to others as we
walked, shared, listened, and prayed together. We would

know that we’d be joining with millions of our sisters and

brothers in God’s global Church family, all making their own missio o

pilgrimages and coming closer to God and other people too.
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FACT THREE: During a jubilee, pilgrims to Rome can walk
through a Holy Door.

Every jubilee year begins with the Pope opening the Holy
Door of Saint Peter’s Basilica. Basilica is the name given to an

important church building. Saint Peter’s Basilica is important

&
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missio

as it is where the tomb of Saint Peter can be found.

Saint Peter’s Basilica has a very special door, called the Holy

Door. This Holy Door is only opened during a jubilee year. Pilgrims who visit Rome during the
jubilee are invited to walk through the Holy Door as a sign of their commitment to follow Jesus and
his way of love, justice, and forgiveness.

Because there are so many pilgrims who journey to Rome during a jubilee, there are four Holy
Doors in different churches in the city. And because forgiveness is such an important part of a
jubilee, once inside these churches, pilgrims can receive the sacrament of reconciliation; to help
them make a fresh start.



In 2025, Pope Francis has asked for a fifth Holy Door to be opened too. This one is very special as it

is in a prison. There has never been a Holy Door opened in a prison before.

SLIDE EIGHT

Q: What do you think Pope Francis is trying to teach us by
opening a Holy Door in a prison?

Suggested responses: In a Holy Year, God asks us to
recognise the importance of forgiveness. Holding onto anger,
bitterness, or shame can stop people from forgiving and from
accepting forgiveness too. This in turn stops people from
moving forward and experiencing a new beginning. Pope
Francis wants everyone to know the love and mercy of God,

Mission Together

Fact Three

During a jubilee, pilgrims
to Rome can walk through
a Holy Door

)\ What do you think
) Pope Francis is

f| trying to show us

by creating a Holy

Door in a prison?
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especially those who have made wrong choices and need help to make a new beginning.
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FACT FOUR: The theme of Jubilee 2025 is ‘hope’.

Every jubilee has a theme that we are encouraged to focus
on. This jubilee Pope Francis has chosen the theme of hope.
Hope is very important, especially when we are struggling or
when we feel anxious about things. Hope helps us not to give
up. It tells us that there is something better and brighter
coming. Having faith in God, who is always on our side to
protect and guide us, gives us hope.

SLIDE TEN

Q: This is the logo for Jubilee 2025. What can you see and
what do you think it tells us about hope?

Suggested responses: The four figures are different colours
to represent people from different continents. They are united
in solidarity.

The figure at the front is holding onto a cross and there are
rough waves under all the figures which symbolise the difficult
times we each pass through in life.
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This is the logo
for Jubilee 2025,
What can you see
and what do you
think it tells us

about hope?
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The lower part of the cross has been turned into the shape of an anchor. The anchor keeps the boat

secure and the people safe. The anchor symbolises the hope that God'’s love and mercy brings.
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FACT FIVE: There are lots of signs of hope in the world; we
can provide more of them!

There are many situations in the world today that cause
people to lose hope: war, climate change, unfairness,
poverty, loneliness. In this jubilee year, Pope Francis asks us
to look out for signs of hope and to be signs of hope for
others too. In this way we can see God at work in the world,
and are not overwhelmed by worry or fear.

SLIDE TWELVE

Q: What signs of hope do we notice in the following
situations and what signs of hope could we offer too?

¢ Inresponding to war and conflict.

Suggested responses: We notice signs of hope when
people in war zones support and comfort whoever is
hurt, also in peaceful protests where people urge
political leaders to bring about peace.
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Fact Five

There are lots of signs of
hope in the world; we can
provide more of them!

What signs of hope do we
notice in the following
situations and what signs of
hope could we offer too?

missio

We can offer signs of hope by helping friends to reconcile after a falling out, by staying calm

when tempers fray, by praying for peace in the world.

¢ Inresponding to climate change.

Suggested responses: We notice signs of hope when people create solutions to prevent waste

or pollution, e.g. the inventors of new eco-washing detergents, or people who leave part of

their garden to grow wild so that plants, birds, and insects, like bees, can flourish.

We can offer signs of hope by being careful about how we use resources like plastic and food.

We can reuse and repair items if possible.

¢ Inresponding to poverty and unfairness?

Suggested responses: We notice signs of hope in those who volunteer in homeless shelters or

who donate items or volunteer their time at a local foodbank.

We can offer signs of hope by sharing what we have with others, by raising money for

Mission Together, by seeing everyone as children of God and treating people with dignity.
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In this jubilee year, Pope Francis asks that all members of our
global Church family share hope with those who struggle in \
any way. This is the hope that Jesus brought into the world | B
and which he announced at the start of his mission. We hear ‘
this announcement in the Gospel of Saint Luke (4:16-21). Let’s

listen to it together now. missio

Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought

up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.’

The Gospel of the Lord

Did you notice some jubilee instructions in our Gospel reading? About being signs of hope for those
living in poverty; for those who are unfree or feel lost; and for those who are struggling in any way.

Did you also notice that Jesus makes his announcement in a synagogue. A synagogue is a place of
prayer for Jewish people. Prayer was very important to Jesus. Through prayer, Jesus talked and
listened to God the Father. Through prayer Jesus shared God’s love and hope with the world.

Prayer helps us to do the same and is a very important part of our jubilee year, so let’s finish our
Jubilee assembly with our Jubilee prayer.
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God, our loving Father,

In this Jubilee year,

you remind us of our call to love creation.
Help us to work together

to replant, repair, and renew.

a3 pitgrims of hope.




R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.

Jesus, our light,

In this Jubilee year, you remind us of our call to love our neighbours and to set free those who
suffer.

Help us to treat everyone with dignity; to be fair; forgiving; and kind.

R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.

Holy Spirit, our inspiration,

In this Jubilee year, you remind us of our call to grow in faith and love.
Help us to hear you in scripture, to see Jesus in others,

and to be united as God's global family.

R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope. Amen.

(Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. %\0“ "’%,\
There are more ways to fundraise than we can possibly count! Below are a few ideas but 5 p'.‘ E
you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting our webpage _.'.
missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/ Y @ o

Ideas for Spring term

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring bulbs —
snowdrops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts?

Lent through a Lens: challenge pupils to capture images of springtime. Charge for entry and provide a
prize for the winner(s). You could introduce different categories e.g. wildlife, nature, people. You could
even have a category for grown up competitors!

Ideas for Summer term

Weeding Week: while the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding gardens? Ask for
a suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work alone, with friends, or
siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and prune too. Who knows if

your Weeding Week might inspire the next Monty Don!

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to attend
and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners!

Ideas for Autumn term

Rake-a-Thon: With autumn leaves falling, children can ask family members or caregivers for suggested
donations to clear up the garden, yard or driveway. Challenge pupils to clear as many of these spaces as
possible. Make sure children have strong gloves and bags if they take up the Rake-a-Thon challenge.

Autumn walks: get sponsored to brave the elements and appreciate the beauty of the season by holding
an Autumn walk to raise money. Make sure you have plenty of adults to supervise and assist when
organising outdoor events with children. Better still, get the whole family involved!
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