
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction for teachers / leaders: Every 25 years, the Catholic Church holds a Jubilee Year. All 

members of the global Church are called to participate in this Holy Year. It is a time to grow  

deeper in our faith and prayer life. A time too to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with 

one another, and with all of creation. Key aspects of a Jubilee Year include how we treat one  

another and how we live out the mission Jesus states in chapter four of Luke’s Gospel. It is this 

Gospel which provides the scripture for this Celebration of the Word. For more information on 

Jubilee, it’s origins and themes, download our Jubilee Five Fact Assembly. (The Holy Father can 

proclaim ‘Extraordinary Jubilees’ outside of the 25 years, as Pope Francis did in 2015 when he 

announced an ‘Extraordinary Year of Mercy’).  

 

Celebration of the Word Plan 
 

GATHER: Setting the scene 
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children  
missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/   
 

Opening hymn or recorded music 
Suggested hymn: Let there be love shared among us. 
 

Introduction 
Print the introduction on page 2 (see next page) and  
ask a pupil to read.  
 

Sign of the cross and opening prayer 
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.  
 

WORD: Bible reading: Luke 4:16-21 NRSV   
Print the reading on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.                                                                                                                                 
 

Bible reflection  
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by an adult.  
 

RESPOND: Jubilee Prayer   
See page 4 and ask pupils to read. 
 

SENT: The Lord is sending me (a call to action). 
See page 4. 
 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestions: God’s Spirit is in my Heart.  
 

Mission Together  
 

Jubilee 2025 Celebration of the Word 
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Jubilee Celebration of the Word pg. 2 
Introduction 
 

Reader: 2025 is a special year for our global Church family. It is a Jubilee year; 

  a time for us all to grow in love of God, in love of each other, and in  

  love of creation. Jesus helps us understand how we can do this in a passage from the  

  Gospel of Saint Luke. Let’s join in our opening prayer now and then listen carefully to 

  the words of Jesus. 
 

Sign of the cross and opening prayer 
 

 

Reader:  God our loving Father, help us in this year of Jubilee to grow in your love.  

  Guided by your Holy Spirit, help us to walk and work with all your children,  

  near and far, so that together we can share your hope with the world.   

  We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Bible reading: A reading from the Gospel of Luke 4:16-21  
 

Reader:   Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been  

  brought up, he went to the synagogue on the  

  sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up  

  to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

  given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found  

  the place where it was written: 

  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

  to bring good news to the poor. 

  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

  to let the oppressed go free, 

  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 

  And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 

  all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this 

  scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’  
 

  The Gospel of the Lord  

  R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
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Jubilee Celebration of the Word pg. 3 
Bible Reflection (We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain) 
 

Today’s Gospel reading is very dramatic. After travelling 

around, sharing the good news of God’s love and mercy in 

different places and with different people, Jesus goes back to 

his home town and speaks in the synagogue – the place 

where Jewish people go to listen to God’s word and to pray. 

We can see some Jewish people gathered in our painting,  

listening carefully to the scripture that Jesus is reading.  
 

If we look at the photo of a Jewish scroll, we can see that it 

contained many passages of scripture that Jesus could have 

chosen to read. So, the that fact that Jesus chose a passage about jubilee from the prophet Isaiah 

– Jesus refers to it as 'the year of the Lord's favour' – tells us that, for Jesus, these were important 

words that he wanted the people, and us too, to think about, to pray with, and to follow.  
 

Isaiah was a great Jewish prophet. Prophets were sent by God. They were wise men and women 

who told people what God wanted them to do. At the start of the passage read by Jesus, Isaiah 

says they, and we too today, are to proclaim good news to the poor.  
 

I wonder what that ‘good news’ is, and who are ‘the poor’ that need to hear it?  
 

Sometimes the Gospel is called the Good News of Jesus. I wonder what Jesus said and did that 

would be good for us to share with others, especially with those who need our support?  
 

Isaiah’s passage then goes on to say that God wants us to give sight back to the blind. Now, this 

might sound impossible for us to do, until we realise that Isaiah is using metaphors. A metaphor 

is a word or a phrase used to describe something as if it were something else. When Isaiah writes 

about blindness, he is writing about people who can see with their eyes, but not with their heart. 

This means that they fail to notice beauty, goodness, and hope, in the world and in others. 
 

I wonder how we can help others to see God’s beauty and goodness? I wonder how we can be 

signs of hope for others too? What can we say or do to bring hope to the world? 
 

Isaiah then says that God wants us to set the oppressed free. The word oppressed means to treat 

people in a way that is cruel or unfair. When people live with cruelty and unfairness for a long 

time they can feel trapped. Those living in countries that have been poor for many years can feel 

this way. Acting alone it is hard for us to help. But when we act in solidarity with others, we can.  
 

In a jubilee year, millions of people come together through prayer, petition, and peaceful protest, 

to help free those who are oppressed. This can make some unfair leaders feel nervous, which is 

perhaps why some leaders in our painting are annoyed with Jesus for calling us to act as God 

wants us to; with justice and mercy.  
 

Prayer is one way we can act in solidarity with God and others. So, let’s do that together now. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jubilee Prayer  
 

Reader:  The response to our prayer is: Guide us on our 

  journey as pilgrims of hope.  
   

  God, our loving Father,  

  In this Jubilee year,   

  you remind us of our call to love creation.  

  Help us to work together   

  to replant, repair, and renew.  
 

  R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.  

  Jesus, our light,  

  In this Jubilee year,  

   you remind us of our call to love our neighbours   

  and to set free those who suffer.  

  Help us to treat everyone with dignity;   

  to be fair, forgiving and kind.  

  R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.  

Holy Spirit, our inspiration,  

In this Jubilee year, you remind us of our call to grow in faith and love.  

Help us to hear you in scripture, to see Jesus in others,   

and to be united as God’s global family.   

R# Guide us on our journey as pilgrims of hope.  

Amen. 

 

Sent (call to action): The Lord is sending me 
 

In today’s scripture reflection I asked you to think of ways you can share the good news of Jesus 

with others, especially with those who need some support. Can you remember what came into 

your mind?  Then I asked you to think of ways you could be a sign of hope for others and for the 

world. Can you remember the ways that came to mind then? Because these are the things that 

God sends you and me out to do each day, I would like you to put into action before the end of 

school one way you can share God’s good news with others, and one way you can be a sign of 

hope in the world too.  
 

Sign of the cross 

Closing hymn: God’s Spirit is in my Heart.  
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Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio – the Catholic Church’s         

official children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England 

and Wales, we can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever 

form it’s needed. That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a                

children’s home. Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background or beliefs. 

That’s how we show the all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church and the true meaning of 

‘mission’. Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission               

Together.  

Below are a few ideas but you can find other seasonal ways to get involved throughout the 

year by visiting our webpage missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/ 

Bake sale: you know what to do! 

Coin trail: ask all the pupils to bring in their small change. Challenge each class to make a line 
of coins stretching across the school hall or playground. How far can each class make their 
money go?  

Mufti day or fancy dress: charge pupils to wear their own clothes or come in themed cos-
tumes. Around the Day of Many Colours you can make this themed around the colours of the 
mission rosary.  

Promise auction: pupils promise a helpful act: A car wash; an hour’s cleaning or gardening, dog 
walking. Then parents and family members can bid to win a bit of extra help! 

Helping angels: encourage children to take on extra chores at home, for a donation to Mission 
Together or contribution to the Red Box.  

Table top and jumble sales: bring your unwanted bits and bobs and watch them become 
someone else’s treasure! Jumble sales have to be one of the oldest and most reliable fundrais-
ing events! 

Silly Sponsored events: would you sit in a bath of baked beans or risk a custard pie to raise 
money for Mission Together? Or better yet, nominate a good sport parent or teacher to get a 
leg wax, get dunked in a paddling pool or some similar torture for sponsorship money!  
 
Family fun evenings: Why not host a beetle drive, bingo night, disco, or race night at your 
school? You can use old horse race videos for people to place bets on, or even use wind up toys 
or counters and dice to create races. You could also host a board game evening. Sell snacks and 
drinks to boost your fundraising.  
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