Mission Together
The Epiphany in EYS:

An introduction to little
prayers for little people.

*Depending on the attention of
the children participating, this
session could be done in part
and then revisited at another
time to complete.

By repeating the parts on
consecutive days, the children
can gain confidence with what
is happening and their

For this prayer time you will need:

- Special focus: a box/bag (e.q. a treasure
chest or golden box) containing:

« A cloth to lay out (this can be white to link with
the current liturgical colour)

« A copy of the scripture, see page 4

« Artificial candle and cross (ideally free standing)

« A star (see printable template pg.6)

« Nativity set, but just the figures of the baby
Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and the three wise men

 Gentle reflective music to play (optional) e.g. a

involvement in this. calm, instrumental version of We Three Kings.

Gather

Children sit in a circle with the special focus in the centre.

Let’s all sit together quietly to spend time thinking about something important. Let’s try
hard to make our bodies still and ready for this time. | am going to take a deep breath in
and then blow this out gently to help myself. You can join in too!

Now, we have some special things in our box/bag which we need for our together time.

Take specific items from the box/bag and invite different children to help lay them out.
Begin with the cloth and then place the candle and cross upon this, along with the scripture.
Do not reveal the remaining contents of the box yet. When everything is in place explain:

Now we are ready to begin we can switch our candle light on. This light always reminds
us that our special time is beginning.

We can also make the sign of the cross together. The cross in the middle of our circle
reminds us of the sign that our hands will make as we do this... From my head to my
heart, from my shoulder to my shoulder, | love you Jesus.

Wording to be introduced as the children are ready: "In the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen."
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Listen

| hope you are all ready to share a story now from our special box/
baqg. This is a story from a big book of stories called the Bible.

Today’s little Bible story was written by a man called Saint Matthew.
It’s a special Christmas story. Let's listen to it now:

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, during the time when Herod was king. Soon
afterward, some wise men came from the East and asked Herod, ‘Where is the baby
who will be King of the Jews? We have seen his star in the sky and have come to
worship him.

When King Herod heard about this he was very upset. He called together all the
priests and teachers and asked them, ‘Where will this new king be born?’ They said: ‘A
long time ago a prophet said: A baby will be born in Bethlehem. He will be a great
leader. He will look after God’s people.’

King Herod said to the wise men, ‘Go to Bethlehem and find the baby. Then come
back and tell me where he is. | will also go and worship him.’

So the wise men went on their way. The star which they had seen led them until it
stopped over the place where the baby was. They were filled with joy. They went into
the house and found the baby with his mother Mary. They knelt down and worshipped
him. They opened their treasures and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrhh.

Matthew 2:1-11
Respond

Let’s have a think now about our story.

As you speak, take the Nativity set/figures from the special box/bag. Place the figures of
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph in the centre, and the wise men some distance away. Use the
figures and star to illustrate the text below.

Today we heard a very special story. It is a special story because it helps us learn how
God welcomes and loves all people, whoever they are and wherever they come from.

In the story, three wise men make a long journey from a land far away to find the baby
Jesus. The wise men had to travel night and day over deserts and mountains. It was a
long and difficult journey. But God looked after them and guided them with a bright star.

After many days the wise men finally reached the baby Jesus, his mother Mary, and
Joseph. Although the wise men were strangers, they were welcomed into the place
where Jesus lay. God wanted everyone to know that welcoming people is important.

If we listen carefully, the story tells us how this made the wise men feel.
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Let’s hear some of the story again. It says: ‘The [wise men] were oM Toe
filled with joy. They knelt down and worshipped [Jesus].’ o I <
By o)

As soon as the wise men met the baby Jesus, they were filled with joy! 4\ ) D
They were joyful because they had been invited to meet Jesus, the son o T &
of God, who had come to show everyone in the world how to love and 2 helpins
care for one another. | wonder if you can remember how Jesus asks us to love and care
for each other?

The wise men were also joyful because they knew that Jesus was a very special king.
That’s why they knelt on the ground in praise and offered him precious gifts that were
given to new kings. We can offer Jesus a precious gift too. It doesn’t cost anything, but it
is priceless. It is the gift of prayer. Prayer brings us closer to Jesus, our king and friend.

Through our prayers we can talk to Jesus and tell him about things and people who are
important to us. We can pray for people we know well who live near us, or people who live
far away in different parts of the world - it is our little way of loving and helping. You can
listen to me praying first, before we pray together.

Dear God our Father,

Thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, to show us how to love one another.

Please help us to share your love and kindness with everyone, everywhere. Help us also to
welcome and include others, as you welcomed and included the wise men. Amen.

Go Forth

Now let’s have a go at saying a prayer. This prayer is especially for children all around the
world. Let’s put our hands together gently first. This is a sign to show people that we are
having prayer time. Now say each little part after me:

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of God’s love

Now and forever. Amen.

We will finish our special prayer time together now by making the sign of the cross again.
'In the name of the Father...' Each day we can pray together in class but don’t forget that
the great thing about prayers is that you can pray anywhere at any time!

The children could be given a small copy of the prayer to take home. Also display a copy in class. Versions to

print can be found on page 5. Mission Together Prayer posters can be downloaded or ordered free (as can pre-
printed prayer cards) from missiontogether.org.uk
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A reading from the Gospel of SO
St Matthew 2. i ‘.

Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, during

the time when Herod was king. Soon afterward, some
wise men came from the East and asked Herod, ‘Where
is the baby who will be King of the Jews? We have seen
his star in the sky and have come to worship him.’

When King Herod heard about this he was very upset.
He called together all the priests and teachers and
asked them, ‘Where will this new king be born?’ They
said: ‘A long time ago a prophet said: A baby will be born
in Bethlehem. He will be a great leader. He will look
after God’s people.’

King Herod said to the wise men, ‘Go to Bethlehem and
find the baby. Then come back and tell me where he is. |
will also go and worship him.’

So the wise men went on their way. The star which they
had seen led them until it stopped over the place where
the baby was. They were filled with joy. They went into
the house and found the baby with his mother Mary.
They knelt down and worshipped him. They opened
their treasures and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrhh.

The Gospel of the Lord. @
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