Mission Together

Five Fact Assembly: Pope Francis

As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God'’s love with Mission Together
the whole world. No one is too young or too small to take part.
Through Mission Together, children everywhere pray for and
share with one another, in a unique exchange of love and
friendship. By praying for one another and sharing what we
have, we belong to God’s worldwide family. This assembly
focuses on Pope Francis who, because Mission Together is a
pontifical charity, is our special patron. Children helping children
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Today our assembly focuses on Pope Francis. Pope Francis i
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Does anyone know anything about him?

Possible answers: Pope Francis lives in Rome - he actually lives 13
in Vatican State, which although part of Rome, is a separate
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country. Vatican State is the smallest country in the world!
Pope Francis is the Head of the global Catholic Church. He
meets lots of people, from prisoners to presidents. Pope Francis encourages Catholic Christians

around the world to follow the teachings of Jesus and to pray together for the needs of the world.

Let’s discover more about Pope Francis.
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FACT ONE: Pope Francis is our 266" Pope. oy eslpbmar i
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Pope Francis became our 266" Pope in March, 2013. A j

Can anybody tell us who the first Pope was?

There’s a clue on the screen — Saint Peter. midsio

N.B. a St Peter Five Fact assembly is also available on the Mission Together website.

Saint Peter, was a friend and disciple of Jesus. Before he ascended to heaven, Peter was chosen by
Jesus to guide his followers. Let’s hear what Jesus said to Peter in this short Bible reading.



SLIDE FOUR
A reading from the Gospel of St Matthew 16:15-18

One day Jesus asked his disciples. “‘Who do you say | am?’ Simon
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus answered, ‘Good for you, Simon! For this truth did
not come to you from any person, but it was given to you by my
Father in heaven. And so | tell you, Peter: you are a rock, and on
this rock | will build my church.’

The Gospel of the Lord
R/ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
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It's important to remember that when Jesus speaks about building his Church, he wasn’t talking

about a Church made of bricks. Church is also the name given to followers of Jesus who come

together to pray, listen to the Bible, and receive the sacraments. A church is a community of people

- and Peter had been tasked with building up this community of Christians.
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When Saint Peter became the first Pope almost 2,000 years ago,
there were only a few hundred followers of Jesus that he had to
guide and support; most of them lived around Jerusalem and
Galilee.

Today, Pope Francis guides and supports over 1.3 billion Catholic
Christians, and they live all over the world! This is a huge task;
which is why Pope Francis often asks people to pray for him, that
he might guide the Church well.
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FACT ONE
Pope Francis is our 266th pope.

er mu ayel
uuuuuu
choo

i P
missio &l

Click to reveal question: What prayer would you choose to say for Pope Francis and why?

Possible answers: Our Father, as a reminder that all people are God'’s children. Hail Mary, as a

reminder that Mary is our mother who is close to us and prays for us (Pope Francis also has a special

devotion to Our Lady). The Prayer of Saint Francis, for guidance.
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FACT TWO: Pope Francis is the first Pope to be called after Saint
Francis of Assisi.

The way a Pope is chosen today is a bit different to when Jesus

chose Peter, but it still involves lots of prayers to God our Father.
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FACT TWO

Pope Francis is the first Pope to be
called after Saint Francis of Assisi.

missio




Before a Pope is elected, lots of high-ranking priests, called Cardinals, come together to pray and to
discuss which of their fellow Cardinals should be the next Pope.

It usually takes many days, sometime weeks of prayer and discernment before the Cardinals decide
who to choose. When a decision is finally made, the new Pope selects a new name. This is usually
the name of a previous Pope. So, when our current Pope told everyone what his name would be,
the Cardinals were very surprised because there had never been a Pope Francis before!

Can anybody tell us about Saint Francis and what he is well known for?

e Like Jesus, Saint Francis lived a very simple life and was concerned about poor people.
e Saint Francis loved God’s creation and cared for the animals, birds, and plants.
e Saint Francis was a man of peace. He helped people to settle differences and live together.

By choosing this name, Pope Francis was telling the world that he, and all the people who make up
the Church, would also care for poor people, love God’s creation, and build peace.

Click to reveal question: How can we care for poor people, love creation, and build peace today?

Possible answers: We can pray for and share what we have with those in need, we can put litter in
the bin, recycle and try to use less plastic, we can forgive others and ask for forgiveness when we
make wrong choices.

N.B. a St Francis of Assisi Five Fact assembly is also available on the Mission Together website.
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FACT THREE: At school, Pope Francis’ favourite subject was W s
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Before he was chosen to become our Pope, Pope Francis’ name
was Fr Jorge Bergoglio. Jorge was born in 1936, in Buenos Aires,
the capital of Argentina, in the continent of South America.
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Jorge had two brothers and two sisters. He was the eldest child
and very curious about lots of things. He loved football and he loved to learn, his favourite subject
at school was chemistry.

As well as a love of football and science, Jorge also loved Jesus and he happily shared his friendship
with Jesus with other pupils too. When he was twelve, Jorge asked his classmates if they had made
their first Holy Communion. When four said they hadn’t, Jorge offered to arrange communion
lessons for them and took them to see the local priest. A few months later, all four pupils made
their first Holy Communion.



Sharing the joy of Jesus’ friendship remains very important to Pope Francis. Just a little while ago he
spoke to a group of children and said, ‘Dear young people, always be missionaries of the Gospel...
Jesus wants to be your friend and wants you to spread the joy of this friendship everywhere.’

Click to reveal question: How can we share the joy of Jesus’ friendship?

Possible answers: By following the example of Jesus and being fair, forgiving, kind, welcoming. By
sharing stories of Jesus and the things we learn about him in RE. By praying for and with our friends
and family.
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FACT FOUR: Pope Francis’ grandma taught him how to pray. G /17 Zm :OUR“ —
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As a boy, Pope Francis lived very near his grandma and saw her
every day. His grandma prayed a lot, either with other people in
church, or on her own at home. Through these prayers, Jesus

became her friend. missio

Although Jorge’s grandma taught him the words of many

different prayers, it was watching her share thoughts and feelings with Jesus that really helped Jorge
learn how to pray. He often says how grateful he is to his grandma for helping him to know Jesus as
a friend.

Once, when talking to a group of children, Pope Francis said ‘Dear young friends, learn to pray every
day: this is the way to know Jesus... He is always listening and knows everything about us lovingly.’

Click to reveal question: Who teaches us to pray and who can we teach to pray too?

Possible answers: Our grandparents, our parents, teachers, the parish priest. We can teach our
friends how to pray; our family too, especially younger relatives.
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[ Pope Francis decided to become
{ a priest on the way to a picnic!

FACT FIVE: Pope Francis decided to become a priest on the way
to a picnic!

Who was

3 the good

% '\ Samaritan and
how can we
be like them?

As a young man, Jorge hadn’t planned to become a priest, in

fact he trained to be a chemist. But one sunny day, on the way
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to a friend’s picnic, he popped into a nearby church. Once there,
he decided to go to confession and afterwards he sat and
prayed. That was when Jorge realised that he wanted to become a priest.

Can anyone guess how long it takes to become a priest?



It takes about six years to become a priest, but for Jorge it took a bit longer. By the time he became
a priest, there was a lot of unfairness, poverty, and fighting in Argentina. Fr Jorge always showed
concern and compassion for the poor and tried to make his country fairer and more merciful.

After a few years, Fr Jorge was made a Bishop, which meant he was offered a bigger house to live in
and a new car to drive. Instead, Bishop Jorge chose to live in a simple house and used public
transport to travel into the poorest parts of the Buenos Aires. There he would pray with the people
and do what he could to help them, as Jesus did.

Praying with and helping people who are poor or struggling remains very important to Pope Francis.
He once said to a group of children, ‘Take care of people in need... There is so much suffering and
poverty, and a great need for good Samaritans.’

Click to reveal question: Who was the good Samaritan and how can we be like him?

Possible answers: The good Samaritan is a character from a famous parable told by Jesus. When a
man is attacked on a dangerous road, two religious leaders pass by without helping. Only the good
Samarian stops to help. He bandages the wounds of the man and carries him to an inn. He then
pays for the wounded man to be looked after while he carries on with his journey. We can be like the
good Samaritan by stopping to help people who are in need. We don’t always have to perform
heroic acts; we can help people just as much with small acts of kindness too.
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Prayer is a special way by which we can support people close to
home and far away. Pope Francis believes that prayer is so S
important that he gets up at 5am every morning and spends the
first two hours of his day praying for the needs of the world and
talking to Jesus, his friend.
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Let’s begin to follow his example now as we say together the
Mission Together prayer.

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of God’s love.

Now and forever.

Amen
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Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission E ¢ (Nt =
Together. There are more ways to fundraise than we can possibly count, below are \ D

a few ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting %, 8 o
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our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @MissioUK adding the hashtag #missiontogether

Ideas for Summer term

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them. You
can tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment. Either
get teams to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them! Charge teams to enter
and give prizes for the fastest finishers.

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to
attend and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners!

Weeding Week: While the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding gardens? Ask
for suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work alone, with friends, or
siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and prune too. Who knows if your
Weeding Week might inspire the next Monty Don!

Ideas for Autumn term

Winter walks: get sponsored to brave the elements and hold a torch-lit hike or winter walk to raise
money. Make sure you have plenty of adults to supervise and assist when organising outdoor events
with children. Better still, get the whole family involved!

Rake-a-Thon: With autumn leaves falling, children can ask family members or caregivers for
suggested donations to clear up the garden, yard or driveway. Challenge pupils to clear as many of
these spaces as possible. Make sure children have strong gloves and bags if they take up the Rake-a-
Thon challenge.

Ideas for Spring term

Pancake races: hold a Pancake Day event with races and flipping competitions. Everyone gets to
enjoy their pancakes after the fun — as long as they didn’t drop them!

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring
bulbs — snowdrops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts?



https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

