
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS / CHAPLAINS 

On June 29, the Catholic Church celebrates the feast day of Saint Peter & Saint Paul. These two saints 

were contemporaries. Peter was a disciple of Jesus and chosen by Christ to lead the Church. Paul had been 

a zealous Jew who persecuted Christians, before experiencing a dramatic conversion on the road to  

Damascus and becoming the Church’s first great missionary. Through their preaching, ministry and  

martyrdom, saints Peter and Paul helped to establish Christ’s global Church family. The feast of saint Peter 

and Saint Paul is a solemnity, the highest rank for a liturgical feast, and a holy day of obligation. 

 
GATHER: Setting the scene 
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children  
missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/   
 

Opening hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestions: Here I am Lord. 
 

Introduction  
Print the introduction on page 2 and ask pupils to read.  
 

Sign of the cross and opening prayer  
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.  
 

WORD: Bible reading: Acts of the Apostles Acts 12:1-10 adapted for children from GNT  
Print the Bible reading on page 3 and ask a pupil to read.   
 

 

Bible reflection  
See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.  
 

RESPOND: Prayers of intercession  
Print the prayers of intercession on page 4 and ask pupils to read. 
 

SENT: The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sign of the cross 
 

Closing hymn or recorded music 
Our suggestions: God’s Spirit is in my Heart. 
 

Follow up activities   
Saint Peter and Saint Paul colour in worksheet:  
missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/st-peter/ 
Five Fact Assemblies for both saints can also be found  
on this webpage. 
 

Mission Together Prayer 
 

May all children  

In the world 

Share love 

Share friendship and live 

In the peace  

Of God’s love 

Now and forever. Amen. 

Mission Together  
 

Saint Peter & Saint Paul - Celebration of the Word 
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Introduction 

Reader 1:  Today we celebrate the feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, two brave 

  followers of Jesus. After Jesus ascended to heaven, Peter and Paul 

  worked together to share with the world the love of God the Father, 

  and the Good News of his Son, Jesus.  
  

Reader 2:  Some people didn't want to hear this Good News. This meant that Peter and Paul 

  faced many difficulties. Between them they were bullied, arrested and jailed many 

  times. Let’s now hear our opening prayer, then listen carefully to a passage from the 

  Bible about St Peter and his dramatic escape from jail. 

   

Sign of the cross and Opening Prayer 
 

Reader:  God our Father, today we remember the courageous Saints Peter and Paul.  

  Through your Holy Spirit you encouraged them to go out and share your love with the 

  world. Encourage us by the same Spirit, so that we might be brave enough to share 

  your love too. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Bible reading  
 

Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

About this time King Herod began to persecute some  

members of the Church. He had James, the brother of John, 

put to death by the sword. Then he went ahead and had  

Peter arrested. After his arrest Peter was put in jail, where he 

was handed over to be guarded by four groups of four  

soldiers each. Herod planned to put him on trial in public  

after the Jewish feast of Passover. So Peter was kept in jail, but the people of the church were 

praying earnestly to God for him. 

The night before Herod was going to bring him out to the people, Peter was sleeping between 

two guards. He was tied with two chains, and there were guards on duty at the prison 

gate. Suddenly an angel of the Lord stood there, and a light shone in the cell. The angel shook  

Peter by the shoulder, woke him up, and said, ‘Hurry! Get up!’ At once the chains fell off Peter's 

hands. Then the angel said, ‘Tighten your belt and put on your sandals.’ Peter did so, and the  

angel said, ‘Put your cloak around you and come with me.’ Peter followed him out of the prison, 

not knowing, however, if what the angel was doing was real; he thought he was seeing a  

vision. They passed by the first guard station and then the second, and came at last to the iron 

gate that opens into the city. The gate opened for them by itself, and they went out. They walked 

down a street, and suddenly the angel left Peter. 
 

The Word of the Lord R/ Thanks be to God. 

Saints Peter & Paul Celebration of the Word pg. 2 
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Saints Peter & Paul Celebration of the Word pg. 3 
Bible Reflection: We suggest this is delivered by a teacher.  
 

Our reading today took place several years after Jesus had  

ascended to heaven. During those years, Jesus’s followers were  

often attacked by people who didn’t like Jesus or his teaching.  

It was very important then, that the people Jesus chose to lead his 

followers after he had ascended to heaven, had to be up the task. 

And yet Peter and Paul, who Jesus called to be his leaders,  

seemed to many to be poor choices indeed. 
 

Let’s start by thinking about Saint Peter. We can see Peter in the painting on screen. His outstretched 

arm indicates that he is eager to rush out and tell the world about Jesus. Sadly, rushing about and  

being impulsive can sometimes cause mistakes. Peter was very impulsive and so made many  

mistakes. But Jesus looked past them all to see his friend’s great enthusiasm, goodness, and faith.  
 

Let’s stop to wonder how this made Peter feel. Although he had made many mistakes, he even  

betrayed Jesus on Good Friday, Jesus always forgave Peter and continued to trust in his goodness.  

Quietly, in your mind, how do you think being forgiven and trusted by Jesus made Peter feel?  

I wonder if reflecting on this helps us to see how important it is to forgive and be forgiven. 
 

It wasn’t just Peter who made mistakes. In the past Saint Paul had bullied and attacked Christians, just 

as King Herod did in our reading today. But as with Peter, Jesus saw past Paul’s past mistakes. In spite 

of the wrong choices he had made, Jesus forgave Paul and trusted that he would be a faithful leader 

and a courageous missionary.   
 

Jesus’ mercy and love inspired Saint Paul hugely. So determined was Paul to share that love and  

mercy that he made long and dangerous journeys to reach as many people as he could. On his  

missions Saint Paul walked over 10,000 miles and shared the good news of Jesus in many countries. 

At times he was laughed at, attacked, imprisoned, and even shipwrecked! 
 

When Paul left these countries he continued to encourage and guide the followers of Jesus by writing 

letters to them. The painting on screen shows Saint Paul handing one of these letters to Saint Peter. 

We can still read Saint Paul’s letters in the Bible today. For over 2000 years, Saint Paul’s letters have 

helped billions of Christians to know and love Jesus. Quietly, in your mind, think of the ways you 

could help others to know and love Jesus too. 
 

Jesus believed that Peter and Paul could be saints and so he called them to do great things. Through 

staying close to Jesus in prayer and being led by the Holy Spirit, Saint Peter and Saint Paul helped the 

followers of Jesus to become a global family. Jesus trusts that we can be saints and missionaries too. 

And we don’t have to travel around the world to do this. We can share the love and message of Jesus 

right where we are. Let’s do that now as we pray for each other and for our brothers and sisters in 

God’s global family.  
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Saints Peter & Paul Celebration of the Word pg. 4 
Prayers of Intercession 

Reader:  The response to our prayer is: Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   Heavenly Father, we pray for missionaries across the world, who like Saint Peter and 

  Saint Paul share the love and Good News of your son, Jesus, with everyone. May we 

  joyfully share this mission too, through our loving words, actions, and prayers.  
 

  Lord in your goodness. R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   We pray for those people in our school and parish family who help us to know and 

  follow your Son, Jesus. We pray for our parish priest (Fr ………………… …...), the staff in

  our school, our families and our friends. Bless them all for sharing your love with us. 
   

  Lord in your goodness. R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   Heavenly Father, your son Jesus saw the good in Peter and Paul when others only  

  noticed their mistakes. We pray that we may we follow the example of Jesus; looking 

  to see the best in others and knowing the importance of forgiveness.    
 

  Lord in your goodness. R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   We pray for children overseas whom Mission Together helps: those who are scared, 

  sad or lonely; those who are homeless, sick, or who are refugees. May they find hope 

  in your love and may we always be ready to help them.  
 

  Lord in your goodness. R/ Hear our prayer. 

 

Reader:   We end our prayers by saying together the 

  Lord’s Prayer. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

  thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

  done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 

  day, our daily bread, And forgive us our 

  trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

  against us. And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Sign of the Cross 

Closing hymn or recorded music: God’s Spirit is in my heart 
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Fundraising ideas  

Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio – the Catholic Church’s          

official children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England 

and Wales, we can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever 

form it’s needed. That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a children’s 

home. Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background or beliefs. That’s how we 

show the all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church and the true meaning of ‘mission’.                

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together.  
 

Below are a few seasonal ideas, but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year 

by visiting our webpage https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/  
 

Please share your fundraising events with us @missioUK, adding the hashtag #missiontogether 
 
Ideas for Summer term   
 

Weeding Week: while the days are sunny and warm, why not raise money by weeding gar-
dens? Ask for suggested donation, or sponsorship per bag of weeds. Children can work alone, 
with friends, or siblings. Maybe green fingered children could also offer to plant and prune too. 
Who knows if your Weeding Week might inspire the next Monty Don! 
 

Open air cinema: a big sheet, a projector and some fairy lights and you can host a magical movie 
night under the stars! Charge people entry to come and see movies on your outdoor screen. In-
vite whole families and make a big picnic of it. 
 

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to 
attend and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners! 
 

Sponsored swim, walk or cycle: get everyone involved in some outdoor fun once the weather’s 
better. Could you get sponsored to walk a certain distance, or hold a sponsored swim? 
 

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them. 
You can tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment. 
Either get teams to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them! Charge teams 
to enter and give prizes for the fastest finishers. 
 

Big summer BBQ: hold a family barbecue, street party or big picnic at your school. Serve up food 
and treats, hold stalls with tombolas and raffle prizes, even set up some games like hook a duck 
or skittles and quoits. The great thing about these events is that they can be as simple or involved 
as you like. Sell tickets to attend. 
 
Ideas that work all year round 
 

Bake Sale: you know what to do :) 
Mufti-day: charge pupils to wear their own clothes or come in themed costumes. You could make 
this themed around the colours of the mission rosary. 
Helping angels: encourage children to take on extra chores at home, for a donation to Mission 
Together or contribution to the Red Box.   
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