Mission Together
Together in Cambodia

SLIDE ONE

Today we are going to hear about a charity called Mission
Together. It is a special charity because it asks children around
the world to fulfil the mission Jesus gave us.

Ask the children what the word ‘mission’ means.

A mission is an important task or job. We all have a special
mission given to us by Jesus: the mission to share God’s love
with everyone, everywhere.
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The man in the picture knows how important this mission is. In fact, he helps people around the

world to follow Jesus’ mission more closely. He also encourages children who go to Catholic

churches or Catholic schools, like yours, to support Mission Together.

Ask if anyone can identify the man in the picture.

The man on screen is Pope Leo XIV. He is the leader of the Catholic Church, and Mission Together is
one of the Pope’s charities for children. Every year, Mission Together helps thousands of children

whose lives are difficult because they live in places where there is poverty, unfairness, or conflict.

The charity’s logo shows us the special way through which this help happens.

SLIDE TWO

Ask the children to describe the logo. Invite suggestions and
guide answers to the following.

The logo shows children holding hands around the world —
as a sign of their friendship and their care for creation. They
are looking up to God, their loving Father, who unites us as
one global family. They are wearing different coloured shirts
to show they are from different continents.

SLIDE THREE

Can you guess which shirt represents which continent?

Green, Africa. White, Europe. Red, Americas. Blue, Oceania.
Yellow, Asia.
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Mission Together helps us to see that we all belong to God’s global family, and that through

friendship, sharing, and prayer, children can care for their global family, as they care for their

families at home.

SLIDE FOUR

Through our prayers and donations, Mission Together
provides children who live in poverty with some of the things
they need to live well.

Ask pupils what children might need to live well.

Use the icons and photos on screen as prompts.

Suggested responses: food/water, shelter, healthcare,
education, love, family, friendship/community.
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As well as helping to provide all these things, Mission Together also helps children to grow in faith.

Faith helps us to live well, too. Knowing that God loves us, and following the example of Jesus, helps

us to become more loving, forgiving, and joyful.

The images on screen are taken from projects supported by Missio/Mission Together; from top left going clockwise:

Feeding programme, Peru. Parish Youth Group, Papua New Guinea. Youth Choir, Cameroon. Pastoral Care project,

Solomon Islands. Health Clinic, Peru. Parish Kindergarten, Cambodia.

SLIDE FIVE

As you've probably realised, it would be very difficult for
children in Europe to travel across the world to help their
sisters and brothers on another continent. But, thankfully, the
help we give is delivered by missionaries like Fr Paul.

A missionary is sent out by God to share his love and mercy
with everyone, everywhere. This makes us all missionaries. But
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there are some people, like Fr Paul, who answer God’s call in a special way. They are overseas

missionaries. Overseas missionaries leave their family, friends, and homes to share God’s love in

parts of the world where there is poverty and suffering. Fr Paul has been helping children in a

country called Cambodia.

Q. Has anyone heard of Cambodia?

Fr Paul is the National Director for Missio in Cambodia and Laos.

SLIDE SIX

Cambodia is in Southeast Asia, in-between Thailand and
Vietnam. It is a beautiful country with rainforests, rice-fields,
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mountains, and rivers. Cambodia has a tropical climate, which means it is hot all year round, with
very heavy rain storms in the summer.

Although there are towns and cities in Cambodia, most people live in the countryside. There they
work as farmers or factory workers. Sadly, the people are paid little for this work, and so lots of
Cambodians live in poverty. Living in poverty means not having enough money for the basic things
we need to live well: like a safe home; food; clean water; and healthcare.

Q. What do you think it would feel like to go without these things? What are some ways we
can make sure everyone has what they need to live well?

N.B. Additional CST related questions can be found at the end of these assembly notes.

The poverty in Cambodia is largely caused by a war that happened 50 years ago. Wars costs a
country a great deal due to the lives that are lost and damaged; buildings that are demolished; and
money that is spent on weapons and armies. It takes a very long time for a country to recover from
war. Lots of help is needed to rebuild the country and heal its people.
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Sacred Heart kindergarten
One way this rebuilding and healing can happen is through B bl

education. Missionaries like Fr Paul help children in Cambodia
to go to school — children like Moni. Moni is five and she lives
in a village on the outskirts of a big city, in a simple home made
of metal sheets and wood (see example on previous slide). Her

parents work in a clothes factory. Although they work long

hours, they are paid little, and so the family live in poverty.

Q. Do you think it is fair that Moni’s parents get paid little? Why is it important that people
are paid fairly for the work they do?
Encourage pupils to think about how a fair wage affects a person’s dignity: how it enables them to look after

themselves and their family; how it allows them to employ their gifts and talents; and how it is a means by
which they can serve other people and help their communities.

Moni attends a pre-school kindergarten in the grounds of Sacred Heart church. Moni and her
classmates are very fortunate: firstly, because their kindergarten is free; and secondly, because it
opens very early in the morning and stays open all day. Most kindergartens in Cambodia only allow
children to stay for 90 minutes of free schooling. After this, children like Moni have to go home, as
their parents can’t afford to pay the school fees.

Kindergartens in Cambodia educate children between the ages of 3-6. Sacred Heart Kindergarten also caters for pupils
with additional needs up to the age of 10.



SLIDE EIGHT Mission Together

Marase

At kindergarten, Moni and her friends also receive free school
meals. These are made by a lady who attends Sacred Heart
church. Moni’s teacher buys fresh vegetables for the meals at
the market, before the kindergarten opens. Making sure her
pupils have fresh vegetables is one way Moni’s teacher takes

care of the children. Most of the vegetables are grown on

Cambodian farms. The farmers know how important it is to care
for creation too. They check the soil, water the plants, and keep the land free of weeds.

Q. How can we take care of God’s creation?

Encourage pupils to think about all of God’s creation: the earth, animals, each other, and ourselves.

SLIDE NINE
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Moni has made many friends at kindergarten, and she loves ﬁﬂ U Schol e

learning. She will often put her hand up to answer questions
and is happy to share what she has learned with her classmates.

Moni and her class are also learning how to read and write in
Khmer. Khmer is the language used in Cambodia. Khmer letters

are very difficult to write and so the children need lots of help.
The Khmer letters on screen spell out the word school

Because of the war, and because of poverty, many of the pupils parents and grandparents could not
go to school, and so they struggle to help their children to learn. That’s why it is especially
important that children like Moni go to school each day, to get the help they need to learn well.

Q. Human Dignity reminds us that everyone is made in God’s image, is precious, and has
their own gifts and talents. How can going to school help Moni and her friends understand
how special they are? And how special other people are too?

School teaches children about rules, rights, and responsibilities —these help children understand that everyone should
be treated with dignity. By growing in knowledge, developing talents, and receiving encouragement, children build
confidence and self-respect — a strong sense of personal dignity makes it easier for them to recognize and respect the

dignity of others. At school, children interact with pupils from different backgrounds — this helps them learn that every
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person has equal worth and dignity.

SLIDE TEN

Fr Paul wants to make sure that Moni, and many more children
like her, are helped to learn at parish kindergartens around

Cambodia. But he needs our support to make this happen. :
Together we can




It costs £10,000 a year to run a parish kindergarten in Cambodia. This money pays for the teacher,
free meals, and school items like books and pens. This sounds a lot, but (you) we don’t have to raise
all this money at (y)our school.

(Y)our pennies and pounds will be added together with those shared by other children in Catholic
schools across England and Wales. This will hopefully help us to support several kindergartens and
hundreds of children like Moni. We always need to remember that we can achieve so much when
we share, work, and pray together as God’s family. This is what Jesus taught us.

Q. What principle of Catholic Social Teaching reminds us of the importance of sharing and
working together? Solidarity. Can anyone explain solidarity for us? Why do you think the
Church teaches us to stand together with people who are poor or suffering?

There are hundreds of Catholic kindergartens around Cambodia. Each is funded by donations from members of the
Catholic community in Cambodia and beyond. Parents of pupils are also asked to contribute towards running costs;
though inability to pay does not bar entry. Catholic kindergartens in Cambodia welcome all pupils, regardless of belief.
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As well as teaching us how to love and live with one another, Euh"’!dbh
Jesus also taught us how to pray. We must never forget how Vgugdm
important it is to pray:
Respssgaat
e Prayer helps Fr Paul to be faithful and generous Eii;iur‘um"mm:ﬁm p
e Prayer helps Moni’s teacher to be patient and joyful

e Prayer helps Moni and her classmates to be loving and
kind
e Prayer helps us to stay close to God, close to each other, and close to our global family.

Let’s join together now and close our assembly with the prayer Jesus taught us — the prayer that
reminds us that we are all God’s children - the Our Father.

Our Father,

Who art in heaven

Hallowed be your name;

Your kingdom come,

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen.
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Together in Cambodia: csr principle definitions and additional discussion questions

Option for the poor: Catholics follow the example of Christ, always putting the poor first; we are
called to always be thinking about how the poorest and most vulnerable will be affected by our
actions and the way we live our lives.

Q. Can you think of any stories from the Bible where Jesus helped the poor? What does it teach us?
Q. Have you ever shared something with someone who needed it more than you? How did it feel?

Q. How can we make sure we don’t ignore people who are struggling — even if we don’t see them?

Dignity of work: Our sense of dignity is linked to our work and our ability to provide for ourselves
and our families. The Church believes that all people should be enabled to work, and have a decent
work environment and fair pay for what they do. N.B ultimately, we all have an inherent dignity,
regardless of our ability to work.

Q. Why do people work? How do workers help make the world a better place?
Q. In the Bible, Jesus was a carpenter. What does this tell us about the dignity of work?

Q. Do you think all work is important? Why? What would happen if no one did that work?

Stewardship: The earth is God’s gift to us. We are stewards of God’s creation and have a
responsibility to treat all of it — planet, plants, animals, each other — with respect.

Q. If you were in charge of the world for one day, what would you do to look after it?
Q. Name some ways we can take care of God’s creation.

Q. How does it help our global family if we care for creation at home (e.g. by repairing things)?

Human dignity: We are all children of God the Father; made in God’s image and likeness. This
bestows on all people a dignity that impacts the way in which we treat one another —those we
know and meet, but also those we may not know, or who live many miles away.

Q. Jesus cared for people who were poor, vulnerable, or forgotten. How can we do the same?
Q. As God created each person in His image, how should we talk to, and about, others?

Q. Can you think of a time when you helped someone feel important or included?

Solidarity: God is the Father of everyone, so we are all brothers and sisters in God’s family —
wherever we live. We should try to work together for the good of everyone, not just ourselves.

Q. How did Jesus show solidarity with the poor, the vulnerable, and the forgotten?
Q. What can we do when we see someone being left out?

Q. How can our actions show that we are all part of one human family?
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