
 

 
 

 
 

The Nativity through global art - discussion questions 

Asia - Philippines 

 Have a good look at the painting. What can you see? 

 Look closely at the large Angel? Why do you think the artist has 

chosen to paint the Angel this way? 

 Take a good look at the shepherds faces. What is their 

expression? Why do you think the artists painted them this way?  

 Why do you think the artist has chosen to paint the 

scene as if it were taking place in their country and in their time? 

 

Americas - Brazil 

 Have a good look at the painting. What can you see? 

 Can you see the rays of light around the manger? Where is the 

light coming from? Why has the artists painted it this way? 

 Can you find the animals? What are they doing? Do they seem 

calm or unsettled? Why do you think the artist has chosen to 

paint the animals this way? 

 Can you find Mary and Joseph? Why do you think the artist has 

chosen to paint them alongside the animals? 

 

Europe - Ukraine 

 Look closely at the painting. What can you see? 

 The artist lived alongside a tribe of people called the 

Hutsul. He chose to base this painting on them too. 

Why do you think the artist has chosen to paint the 

Nativity where he lived? 

 Take a good look at the painting. It is quite dark 

except for one source of light. Where is the light 

coming from and why do you think the artist 

painted it so? 

 

Oceania - Australia 

 Have a good look at the painting. What can you see? 

 The painting is made up of dots. The dots and shapes are a way 

for Aboriginal people to tell stories and share their beliefs. Why 

do you think the artist has chosen to paint the Nativity this way? 

 Can you find the three shepherds with their crooks? The artists  

has chosen to paint the wise men as emus. Why do you think she chose to do this? 

In Aboriginal culture, the emu symbolizes creation, endurance, and a deep connection to 

the land and spirituality, often represented in Dreamtime stories and art. 



 

Africa- Kenya 

 Have a good look at the painting. What can 

you see? 

 Why do you think the artists has included so 

many animals, and mostly African animals? 

 Are these animals who would normally rest 

easy together? Why do you think the artist 

has chosen to paint the animals calmy 

gathered next to Jesus? - The scripture 

quote will help answer this question. 

 Why do you think the artist has chosen to 

paint the Nativity as if it were taking place in 

their country and in their time? 

 
 
 

 
Mission Together supports children living in poverty and turmoil around the 

world – regardless of their background or belief. With your 

help we provide education, children’s homes, nutrition programmes, health care, and 

more. Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission 

Together. You can find simple ways to fundraise throughout the year by visiting our 

webpage missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/ 

 
Manger on a Mission: This is a great way to remind people of the true meaning of 

Christmas and a novel way to raise funds. Ask pupils to dress as characters from the 

nativity (remember that the scriptures don’t mention exactly how many shepherds and 

magi were present). Aim to create a complete crib set. Then take your manger on a 

mission tour around your school grounds. Remember to take a Mission Together Red Box 

to collect donations on the way. 

 
Card posting service: set up a card posting delivery service. Create a big mail box in your 

entrance hall or school hall and charge students and teachers to have their Christmas cards 

delivered by helpful ‘elves’! 

 
Winter disco: in colder weather and darker evenings, indoor events rule! Why not donate 

the proceeds from your school disco to Mission Together this year? Or, if that’s not 

possible, hold a cake/sweetie stall or prize stall at the event to raise money for children 

around the world. 

https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

