We all belong to the family of God .o 1o,

Opening hymn: Quietly play He's got the whole world in His hands to z
introduce the prayer time.

Sign of the cross: If needed, support children in making the sign of the cross. "7,;, )

Introduction for children: Today we are going to talk about something very special.
We are going to talk about how much God loves us and how He shows us how to love each other.

Bible reading: In the Bible, which is our special book about God, it says:

‘God the Father has loved us so much! He loved us so much that we are called
children of God. We really are His children!” The First letter of St John 3:1

Bible reflection

The Bible teaches us that God created everything that exists and so, in a special way, God is the
Father of all people, including you and me. This also means that we are all brothers and sisters. Isn’t
that wonderful! The Bible also teaches us that God loves every one of us equally, and He will always
love every one of us. One of the ways God shows His love for His children, is by giving us this
beautiful world to share, with its trees and flowers and animals. We show our love for God by
looking after the world together. And we can show our love for one another not just by sharing our
beautiful world, but by sharing what we have, by using kind words, by trying to help each other, and

by praying for one another.
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Mission Together Prayer
Let’s do that now as we say the Mission Together g 4
prayer (to the right) May all children
In the world
Share love
Sign of the cross: Where appropriate, children are supported to Share friendship and live
make the sign of the cross. In the peace
Of God’s love
Closing hymn: Sing He's got the whole world in His hands. This Now and forever.
time, children can join in with percussion instruments if \Amen. )
appropriate for the group.
Follow up activity: How do you show love?
® 6 ¢ 6 ¢ 6 o o o o ® 6 6 ¢ 6 ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ o ¢ o o o © o o o o o

. Ll
Mission Together o= o
Missio for children missiontogether.org.uk | missio.org.uk | Registered in England and Wales Charity No. 1056651 m ISSIO


https://missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together/
https://missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together/

Activity: How do you show love?

Tips for leaders

Love can be hard to explain, but we can see it in the things people do to care
for each other or make others feel special. Before beginning this activity, you
could ask the children what they do to care for others so you have ideas of

what images, words, or symbols would be helpful.

For this activity you will need:
« large paper/card hearts, one for each child
e PVAglue
« coloured tissue paper cut up into small pieces

Instructions
« Think about the way the children communicate best.

What images that symbolise love would work well?

(e.g. Makaton Symbols, words, cartoons or pictures.)

« List the kinds of things the children do to show love and
care. Can they sign or say sorry, please or thank you?
Can they smile at their friends when they are pleased to see them or share toys?

» Cut out images/Makaton symbols/Widget symbols/words/pictures of a few things each child
could do (and it doesn’t matter if every child has the same three choices, if that’s what works
for your group).

 Ask the children to choose one image/word that they think they can do every day to show love
or care. Explain that this is going to be something they can try to do every day, to show
everyone around them that they love them, just like God loves us. If children want to choose all
the options that is fine, but being clear that they can choose just one takes the pressure off more
anxious children. Its also important to say that this is about trying to do something and if we
forget or things go wrong it’s OK!

» Support the children to glue their image/word onto a card heart.

« Next, support the children in sticking on different coloured pieces of tissue paper to decorate
the heart, around the symbol or image.

« When this has dried, the children can take their heart home and put it somewhere to remind
them of what they are going to try every day to show love. They may want to put it next to their
bed so that when they say their prayers, they remember to ask God to help them with this
challenge.
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