Everybody’s gifts are needed
to build God’s world &

Opening hymn: Quietly play This little light of mine to introduce the prayer time.

Sign of the cross: If needed, support children in making the sign of the cross.

Introduction for children: Today we are going to talk about how lucky we are to be different from
each other. We’re going to think about the different gifts and talents that God has given each one
of us, and how God wants us to use these gifts and talents to help each other and make His world a

beautiful and happy place.

Bible reading: In the Bible, which is our special book about God, it says:

‘Each of you received a spiritual gift. God has shown you his blessing by giving you
different gifts. So be good servants of God and use your gifts to help each other.’
The First letter of St Peter 4:10-11

Bible reflection

| have always wanted to be good at X (e.g. painting, running, growing vegetables, reading stories). |
have seen how good my friends are at X and it made me sad that | found it hard. Then | found out
that God has given us all different talents and gifts. | now know | am good at Y. God wants us all to
be good at different things so that we can help one another and work together to build his world.
Can you imagine if we were all good at the same thing? God is very wise and made sure that we are
all good at different things so we can use our gifts and talents to work together and make the world

a happy place for all God’s children.

Let’s say a prayer for all children around the God'’s /Mission Together Prayer\
wonderful world: Mission Together prayer (to the right)
May all children
In the world
Sign of the cross: Where appropriate, children are supported to Share love
make the sign of the cross. Share friendship and live
In the peace
Closing hymn: Sing This little light of mine. This time, children Of God’s love
can join in with percussion instruments if appropriate for the Now and forever.
group. Amen.
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Follow up activity: Our gifts make God’s world beautiful activity
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Activity: Our gifts make God’s world
beautiful

Tips for leaders
We all have special gifts and talents that God has given us. Within your group
there may be children who make others laugh, or know lots about a special interest,

or like taking care of animals or enjoy making music. This activity is to encourage children to think
about their special gift that God has given them and how they can use that gift to help each other.
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For this activity you will need:
« a high-sided tuff tray or large cereal box with all sides sealed up and
the front or back cut off (1 per child)
» paper to line the bottom of each box
» paper to cut shapes from
o poster paints (various colours)
\_ « marbes (2 per child) Ensure children do not put them in their mouths. )

~

1.Start by asking the children to think of one thing they are good at. Some may find this difficult
and may need support in thinking of things they know a lot about or are good at. It’s worth
reminding everyone that a gift can be: making others happy, being good at offering to help,
knowing about things, listening well. There are so many different gifts and talents!

2.When each child has decided upon their gift, draw a shape that represents it on a sheet of paper,
e.g. a smile shape for making others happy, a hand for helping others, an animal shape for a child
who is good at taking care of their pet or who knows about animals.

3.Support the children to put their paper (image facing down) in the bottom of their tray or box.

4.Next, support the children as they select two or three colours. Then put a splodge of each colour
on their paper contained in the tray. Then place the marbles into the box.

5.Encourage each child to tip the box in different directions so that the marbles roll through the
paint and leave colourful trails across the paper. They can tilt the box left and right, backwards
and forwards however many times they like so that there are patterns all over their shape.

6.Take the paper out of the box and put to one side to dry. The gift shape can be cut out when dry.

7.You can create a display of the children’s gifts to remind everyone that God blesses us with
different gifts to be used to help others. The display is also a reminder that even when we have
the same gift as someone else, it is given to us uniquely, for us to use uniquely. Just as each shape
will have a different set of colours and designs, we are all unique and we can use our different
gifts to help one another and build together God’s beautiful world.
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