Mission Together

Our Lady’s generosity

LEADER’S NOTES: NOT TO BE READ OUT LOUD

As Christians, we all have a mission: to share God’s love with the whole
world. No one is too young or too small to take part. Through Mission
Together, children everywhere pray for, and share with one another, in
a unique exchange of love and friendship. When we pray for one
another and share what we have, we remember that we belong to
God’s worldwide family. Children helping children

This assembly focuses on Our Lady, Mother of God, and the virtue of
generosity which she displays.

This assembly contains animations, it’s advisable to run through the presentation slides before delivering.

SLIDE TWO

Mission Together

Today we are going to be thinking about this very special lady
(point to the image of Mary on screen).

Can anybody tell us who this lady is and why she is so special?

It is Mary, the mother of our Lord, Jesus.

Can anybody tell us where and when Mary lived? The picture on
screen could help you.

Mary lived a very long time ago, over 2000 years ago in fact!

For most of her life, she lived in a town in the Middle East, called Nazareth. Nazareth was a small and poor
town. Some people used to make fun of it, saying nothing good could ever come from a town like Nazareth.

But God, our loving Father, always looks to find the best in everything and everyone. God saw goodness in
Nazareth and in the people who lived there. One of whom was Mary.

Let’s listen to a Bible reading about a very special event that occurred to Mary in Nazareth. Try to imagine
how Mary must have felt, when on what seemed like an ordinary day something extraordinary happened!
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The Lord be with you
R/ And with your spirit

A reading from the Gospel of Saint Luke 1:26-38 (adapted)
R/ Glory to you Lord

One day God sent the angel Gabriel to a young woman who lived in
Nazareth. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the
family of David. Her name was Mary. The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you
and is with you.”

But Mary was very worried by what the angel said and wondered, “What does this mean?”

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, because God is pleased with you. Listen! You will become
pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.”

Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen? | am a virgin!”

The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you.
The baby will be holy. He will be called the Son of God.

Mary said, “I am the servant girl of the Lord. Let this happen to me as you say!” Then the angel went away.

The Gospel of the Lord
R/ Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

The reading tells us that Mary was very worried, why do you think this was so?

It must have been quite unsettling for Mary to find an angel speaking to her. And an angel that was asking
her to become the mother of God! That’s a very big mission for anyone to take on, especially for a young
woman from a small town who nobody knew.

But God knew that Mary had all the necessary virtues for this mission. A virtue is a way of behaving that
shows goodness. The Bible tells us that Mary possessed the virtue of faith, courage, humility, resilience,
kindness, and generosity.

Can anybody explain what generosity is?

Somebody may be described as generous if they are willing to share or give. Generosity is also used to
describe someone who is open-hearted, caring, and forgiving. A generous person is someone who selflessly
gives their time and attention, without expecting anything in return.

When Mary agreed to become the mother of Jesus, she showed her generosity by selflessly giving up her
own future plans to follow God’s plan instead.

In what ways can we be selfless and generous today?

We could let someone go before us in the lunch que. Or we could let someone else use the only free tablet in
class. Or we could let someone else have a go at being captain or striker.
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There are many moments in Mary’s life when she shows us what it
means to be generous in other ways too.

Can anybody explain what the painting on screen is showing us?
It’s an event that happened soon after Mary became pregnant.

The painting illustrates Mary’s visit to her older cousin Elizabeth,
who at the time of Mary’s visit was heavily pregnant with John the
Baptist. The Bible tells us that Mary stayed to help Elizabeth for three months. In this time, Mary probably
fetched water from the well, kept the house clean, cooked the meals, and undertook other caring duties too.
This shows us another example of Mary’s generosity.

Sometimes we can think that being generous is about giving away our money or buying gifts for others, but
Mary teaches us that the greatest offering we can make, far greater than gifts or money, is to give our time
and our attention.

In what ways can we be generous with our time and attention today?

We could spend time helping a struggling classmate. Or we could really listen carefully to a friend who is
worried or upset. Or we could give up some of our playtime to help teacher tidy the classroom.
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Another Bible story that shows Mary’s generosity is the wedding at
Cana. This takes place much later in Mary’s life when Jesus was a
grown man.

Jesus and his mother were at the wedding when the wedding party
ran out of wine. Mary knew that Jesus could help, and so she

encouraged him to do so. You can see Mary in the painting, just
behind her son. Mary is watching as Jesus turns the water, stored in
stone jars, into fine wine.

Mary’s actions at the wedding show her generous nature. When she witnessed the bride and groom in need
of help, her first thought was to come to their assistance.

How do you think the wedding party felt when they ran out of wine?

They were probably worried about what they could give their guests. Mary knew how important it was to be
hospitable. Hospitality means that we provide a friendly welcome to guests and offer them something to eat
and drink. Mary would have known that the Bible tells us many times how important it is to be hospitable to
guests. Mary wanted to help the bride and groom to be hospitable and generous.



In what ways can we be generous and hospitable? How might we welcome visitors or new people to our
school?

We could smile and say good morning/afternoon. We could open doors. We could share our sweets with
them at break time. We could invite them to sit with us at lunch and pour them a cup of water.

Now that we’ve thought a bit about the importance of hospitality and generosity, how do you think Cana’s
bride and groom felt after Jesus had turned water into wine at their wedding?

They were probably very relieved and grateful to Jesus and Mary for their help. Gratitude is an important
response to someone’s generosity. We should never take advantage of somebody’s generosity, but always
show our appreciation.

In what ways can we express our gratitude to others?

We could say thank you. We could send them a thank you note or card. We could draw them a thank you
picture or make them something.
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Today we have learnt about Our Lady’s generosity, about how
there are many ways we can show generosity to others, and how
we can practise being generous each day.

Often, we will need help with this because all of us can be selfish

and mean at times. For help, we can turn to Mary, who as well as

being the mother of Jesus, is our heavenly mother too. We can ask

Mary to pray with us and for us, that we might be generous with
our time, our attention, and our possessions. Just as she was.

Mary shows us what great and good things can happen when we practice the virtue of generosity. Let’s ask
for her help now as we pray together.

Hail Mary, full of grace

The Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou amongst women

And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, mother of God,

Pray for us sinners

Now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

The Pope’s charity, Mission Together, relies on people being generous with their time and money so that
children who live in poverty around the world can live healthier and happier lives. Mission Together asks us to
spend time praying for these children and to share what we can. Let’s think of ways we can join Mission
Together this year, to help share God’s love with our global family.



15 i‘ A%
4 Qlid ~
04// Y \\h("e

L - . . . . *, A
Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. " helpine ®

There are more ways to fundraise than we can possibly count, below are a few ideas but you can find
other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting our webpage
https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @missioUK adding the hashtag #missiontogether

Ideas for Autumn term

Rake-a-Thon

With autumn leaves falling, children can ask family members or caregivers for suggested donations to
clear up the garden, yard or driveway. Challenge pupils to clear as many of these spaces as possible.
Make sure children have strong gloves and bags if they take up the Rake-a-Thon challenge.

Family fun evenings: in colder weather and darker evenings, indoor events rule! Why not host a beetle
drive, bingo night or race night at your school? You can use old horse race videos for people to place
bets on, or even use wind up toys or counters and dice to create races. You could also host a board game
evening. Sell snacks and drinks to boost your fundraising.

Winter walks: get sponsored to brave the elements and hold a torch-lit hike or winter walk to raise
money. Make sure you have plenty of adults to supervise and assist when organising outdoor events
with children. Better still, get the whole family involved!

Ideas for Spring term

Pancake races: hold a Pancake Day event with races and flipping competitions. Everyone gets to enjoy
their pancakes after the fun — as long as they didn’t drop them!

Spring flower sale: everyone loves the first signs of spring after winter! Why not pot some spring bulbs —
snowdrops, mini daffodils, crocuses and hyacinths to sell to parents or as Easter gifts?

Egg hunt: hide small chocolate eggs around your school or playground. Charge pupils to join in for a
massive Easter egg hunt! To maximise your fundraising, why not ask all pupils to donate some eggs so
you don’t need to spend money to buy them?

Ideas for Summer term

Scavenger hunt: this is a great team activity! Print off some sheets with things to spot on them. You can
tailor the items to be outdoors, indoors or whatever suits your space and environment. Either get teams
to tick the items off or take pictures to prove they’ve found them! Charge teams to enter and give prizes
for the fastest finishers.

Sports day fun: host a football tournament, sports day or outdoor activity day. Charge people to attend
and sell refreshments. Prize for the tournament winners!

Sponsored swim, walk or cycle: get everyone involved in some outdoor fun once the weather’s better.
Could you get sponsored to walk a certain distance, or hold a sponsored swim?
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