Mission Together

Mission Month Liturgical Prayer

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS / CHAPLAINS

In the Catholic Church, October has long been associated with mission. In this special month, Catholics
around the world remember that Jesus gave us all an important mission; to share the love of
Christ with everyone, everywhere. This liturgical prayer enables pupils to reflect prayerfully on the
mission they share with Catholics on every continent, and discover how, by working together, we can
build God'’s kingdom of mercy, justice and love — at school, at home and around the world! N.b. there are
slides to accompany this Liturgical Prayer available at missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/missionmonth/

Mission Together

We gather
for our Mission
Montbh Liturgical
Prayer

LITURGY PLAN

Setting the scene
Please refer to our guide: How to Pray with Children.
See missiontogether.org.uk/prayer-resources/

GATHER: Opening hymn or recorded music
Our suggestion: This is Our Mission.
See missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together/

Introduction
Print the introduction on page 2 and ask pupils to read.

Sign of the cross and opening prayer
Print the opening prayer on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.

WORD: Bible reading: St Mark’s Gospel 16:14-15,20 (adapted from the Jerusalem Bible)
Print the Bible reading on page 2 and ask a pupil to read.

Bible reflection

See page 3. We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain. Mission Together Prayer

RESPOND: Prayers of intercession May all children
Print the prayers on page 4 and ask pupils to read. 17 i@ sl
SENT: Mission Together prayer & follow up activities Share love

See to the right. ) ) )
Share friendship and live

Sign of the cross
& In the peace

Closing hymn or recorded music Of God’s love
Our suggestion: One Mind, One Heart.
See missiontogether.org.uk/sing-with-mission-together/ Now and forever. Amen.

Follow up activity (Appendix One)
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Introduction

Reader: October is Mission Month, when Catholics around the world remember
that Jesus gave us all an important mission, to share God’s love with
everyone in the world.

Reader: This sounds like an impossible task, until we remember that we don’t work alone. Jesus gave
this mission to all his followers. Together we are to reach out in friendship to all God’s
children, everywhere.

Reader:  Mission Month reminds us that we are all part of God’s global family. No matter where we live,
we are connected through our prayers and united in a special way when we come together to
receive communion at Mass.

Reader: In Mission Month we remember how important this unity is, and we make extra effort to act
as members of God’s family. Catholics all over the world pray for one another and we share
what we can to help those who suffer.

Reader: Let begin our time together with our opening prayer and then listen to Jesus in the Gospel, as
he sets his followers a life-changing mission.

Opening Prayer
Reader: God our Father, through your Son, Jesus,
You show us how to share your love and mercy
With everyone and with all creation.
Encouraged by your Holy Spirit, may we live out this mission,
With our brothers and sisters around the world
And build together a loving home for all your children.
We make this prayer through Jesus, our friend and Lord. Amen.

Bible Reading: St Mark’s Gospel 16:14-15,20 (adapted from the Jerusalem Bible)

Reader: After Jesus had risen from the tomb, he showed himself

Mission Together

= We hear God’s Word

A reading from the Gospel of St Mark

to his disciples. He showed his trust in them by saying,

After Jesus had risen from the tomb,
he showed himself to his disciples. He
B showed his trust in them by saying,
‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim
the Good News to all creation.”

‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to

all creation.” Soon afterwards the disciples went out and

Soon afterwards the disciples went
. . out and preached everywhere, and
hed h dth d k h Ehe Lot wasworkng withhernand
preached everywhere, and the Lord was workin g wit bneieisirpied- Ao
The Gospel of the Lord

"8 R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

them and supporting them in their mission.

The Gospel of the Lord
R/ Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Bible Reflection: We suggest this is delivered by a teacher / chaplain.

In today’s Gospel reading we hear how Jesus sent his disciples into
the world to proclaim the Good News to all creation. This is quite W
a big task isn’t it! In fact it is so big and important that experts of

religion gave it the title ‘The Great Commission.’

It wasn’t easy for the disciples to fulfil this great mission. They had
to make long and difficult journeys to lands they’'d never visited
before, even though many had never travelled far from home.

And the disciples had to tell everyone they met about God'’s love

and mercy, even though some of the disciples lacked confidence

in themselves.

But no matter how big the task, Jesus believed his disciples would fulfil this great mission. And they did.
They travelled across the world, preaching to thousands of people, until the message of God’s love was
known on every continent. They were so successful, that 2,000 years later we are still here, thinking of

new ways to share God’s love with everyone, everywhere.

Imagine that you had to set someone a big and important task. Maybe to help you arrange a special event
or to play in a cup final match. There's a particular feeling you'd need to have about that person, which
would give you confidence they could do the job and build a solid friendship between you. That feeling is

trust. Trust is the feeling that somebody can be relied upon. We believe that they will do their best.

Today, Jesus trusts that we can fulfil the same mission he set his disciples. He doesn’t expect us to make
long and difficult journeys, but he does want us to show God’s love and mercy to everyone we meet. The

best way we can fulfil this mission is by following the example of God’s Son, Jesus.

I’'m going to ask you a question, | don’t want an answer, but I’d like you to think about it in your head.
What can we learn from Jesus? What did he do? What was he like with people who struggled? What was
he like with the poor and the sick?

We are able to answer all these questions when we read or listen to the Gospels. In the Gospels we learn
about the things Jesus said and did. In them we discover that Jesus was welcoming, caring, fair, forgiving.

He listened, supported, trusted, prayed, loved.

At the start of our prayer time we heard how, during mission month, Catholics around the world make a
special effort to share God'’s love with all creation. That means that our brothers and sisters on every
continent are fulfilling their mission by caring, welcoming, forgiving, sharing with and praying for all God's

children everywhere, and that includes praying for us! Let’s pray for them now too.

Mission Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.
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Prayers of Intercession

Reader: The response to our prayer is: Hear our prayer.

Reader: God our Father, help your children everywhere,
to work together as brothers and sisters.
Help us to support one another through prayer
and charity. So that the world might know we all
belong to your global family.

Lord in your mercy. R/ Hear our prayer.

Reader: God our Father, help your children everywhere,
To work together as brothers and sisters,

Mission Together

We respond

re:

So that we can build a world where all people are loved,

And your creation is cherished.

Lord in your mercy.

Reader: God our Father, help your children everywhere,
To work together as brothers and sisters,
Sharing our time, talents, and treasures,

To help those who are in need.

Lord in your mercy.

Reader: We end our prayers by saying together the Mission Together Prayer.

Mission Together Prayer

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of God’s love

Now and forever. Amen.

Mission Together

We are sent

May all children

In the world

Share love

Share friendship and live
In the peace

Of God's love,

Now and forever.

Amen.
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Appendix: Mission Month Activities

Activity One: #MyMission #OurMission

. . . . For this activity you will need:
This simple activity encourages pupils to consider and vy

e Photocopies of #MyMission...

communicate the different ways through which they can fulfil oH
#OurMission... pages 6,7

their mission — as individuals and together — to share God'’s love .
e Coloured pens/pencils

and mercy with the world. o Ideally a school Twitter and/or
Instagram account, to post your
pupils #mymission and

so at home, school, in the wider community, and beyond. Ideas #ourmission ideas.

Using the #mymission poster, each pupil writes ways they can do

could include: inviting others to play, helping parents at home, \- J

looking after the environment, donating to charity, praying for

peace.

Using the #ourmission poster, pupils work together to think of
ways they share God’s love at home, school, in the wider
community, and beyond. Ideas could include: setting up a school
chaplaincy team, creating eco-awareness posters, fundraising for
charity, praying the Mission Rosary together.

Add your photos of pupils’ #mymission and #ourmission posters on
social media, tagging in @MissioUK (Twitter) and @Missio_UK

(Instagram) so that we can share your pupils’ ideas too!

The following activities can be found on our Mission Month

Webpage:

Virtual Map Explorer Tasks: All around the world, through the charity Mission Together, children are
helping children. Following the teachings of Jesus, they pray, share, and care for children near and far.
Using Explorer Tasks Worksheets and the Mission Together Virtual Map, pupils answer four questions
to discover what children around the world do to share Christ's love in the world.

Mission & virtue worksheets: Incorporating literacy and numeracy tasks, each worksheet focuses on
an individual who exemplifies mission and a specific virtue they display e.g. courage.

Mission Colour-in Quotes: Incorporating the Mission Together logo and quotes from Pope Francis.

Delivering Our Mission: This activity could be held as a fundraising event or a fun activity, to promote
awareness of the locations where Mission Together supports children. There is potential for cross
curricular links including Geography, PE and Maths. The objective of this activity is to help pupils
discover the regions of the world where their prayers and donations to Mission Together make a
difference. The activity can be played as a team game and allows for lessons in turn-taking and sports-
manship.

Mission Together is the children's branch of Missio, the Pope’s charity for world mission.
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Fundraising ideas

Mission Together is the children’s branch of Missio —the Catholic Church’s official
children’s charity for overseas mission. Thanks to children in England and Wales,
we can provide life-changing aid around the world in whatever form it’s needed.
That could be a new school, feeding programme, or a generator for a children’s
home. Mission Together helps all children, regardless of background or beliefs. That's how we show the
all-embracing nature of the Catholic Church and the true meaning of ‘mission’.

Fundraising is a brilliant way to involve everyone in raising money for Mission Together. Below are a few
seasonal ideas but you can find other ways to get involved throughout the year by visiting our webpage
https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

Please share your fundraising events with us @missioUK, adding the hashtag #missiontogether

Ideas for Autumn term

Rake-a-Thon: With autumn leaves falling, children can ask family members or caregivers for suggested
donations to clear up the garden, yard or driveway. Challenge pupils to clear as many of these spaces as
possible. Make sure children have strong gloves and bags if they take up the Rake-a-Thon challenge.

Troch-lit Hikes: get sponsored to brave the elements and hold a torch-lit hike or winter walk to raise
money. Make sure you have plenty of adults to supervise and assist when organising outdoor events with
children. Better still, get the whole family involved!

Christmas crafts: get the whole school involved in making and selling ornaments, wreaths, biscuits, and
any other Christmassy gifts and treats you can think of. Donate the proceeds to Mission Together

Manger on a Mission: This is a great way to remind people of the true meaning of Christmas and a novel
way to raise funds. Ask pupils to dress as characters from the nativity (remember that the scriptures don’t
mention just how many shepherds and magi were present). Aim to create a complete crib set. Then take
your manger on a mission tour around your school grounds, town or city. Remember to take a Mission
Together Red Box to collect donations on the way. N.B. To add a prayerful focus to this fundraising task,
download our interactive Christmas Crib Liturgy & Blessing. See missiontogether.org.uk/calendar/advent
-resources/

Ideas that work all year round

Sponsored Read-a-thon: A great way to encourage pupils to read and raise money for our overseas
children’s projects too. Choosing books that tell the story of a child overseas also helps to increase
awareness of God’s global family.

Bake Sale: you know what to do :)

Mufti-day: charge pupils to wear their own clothes or come in themed costumes. You could make this
themed around the colours of the mission rosary.

Helping angels: encourage children to take on extra chores at home, for a donation to Mission Together
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23 Eccleston Square London SW1V 1NU 020 7821 9755 missiontogether.org.uk missio.co.uk

® [ ]
Registered in England and Wales Charity No. 1056651 m I Io



https://missiontogether.org.uk/fundraising-ideas/

